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(Loud cries of ** No!”’ ** No!” and * Yes!” ‘| 
from all parts of the Hall. ; | 

Mr. EVANS. [ submit to the Chair that the || 
ventieman from Alabama [Mr. Smirn] has the || 
rit to demand that the resolution shall be read. 
if he has the right to discuss the merits of the 
itle, and its pertinency to the resolution, I desire 
to know how he can show its pertinency without 
having the resolution read ? 

Mr. SMITH. If the House will but listen to 
me for two minutes 

Mr. CARTTER. I object. 

(Cries of ** Hear him!”’ ** Hear him!”’ and great 





confusion in the Hall,} 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama (Mr. Smirx] is entitled to the floor, and will || 
proceed. . ‘ | 

Mr. SMITH. The notice which I gave the other || 
day of resolutions I intended to introduce into this 
House, has placed me in a most extraordinary 
position before the country, and has rendered it | 
necessary for me to make some explanation as to || 
their object and the reason for their introduction. 
That is my only object for now asking the indul- 
gence of the. House. 
“Mr. CARTTER. I rise to a question of order. 
I desire to know of the Chair if the gentleman is 
proceeding in order? ; ; : 

[Cries of ** Don’t interrupt him!’’ ‘* Let’s hear 

im!” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the ventleman is in order. The Chair cannot an- 
ticipate what application the gentleman intends to 
make with his remarks. 

Mr. RICHARDSON: The gentleman from 
Alabama rises te explain. Now, since I have 
been a member of this House, the privilege of per- | 
sonal explanation has not been sea once, and 
I hope it will not be refused to the gentleman from 
Alabama. 

Several Mempers. Certainly not. | 

Mr.CARTTER. It is not my desire to object 
to the gentleman’s making a personal explanation, 
but 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the gentleman from Alabama has not transgressed | 
the rules of legitimate debate. 

Mr. CARTTER. But I understand that the | 
gentleman’s intention is, to discuss the merits of | 
the resolution itself. He has the right only to | 
diseuss its title. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot tell what | 
application the gentleman will make of his re- 
marks. The gentleman from Alabama will pro- 
ceed, 

Mr. SMITH. I merely wish to explain my 
position. If the House will indulge me, I will get 
through in the time which gentlemen will consume 
with their interruptions. I believe I have the 
right to address the House upon this question, 
and I also askeit as a matter of courtesy. I desire 








to show, that at the time I gave notice of my in- | 

tention to offer these resolutions, there were aoe 

ea upon which they were properly based. 
ell, sir, I cannot get at this without going to 


| 
| 
some extent into the merits of the resolution just 
adopted, and also, to some extent, into the merits | 
of the whole Kossuth question. I do not say that | 
I have that right. . | 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The géntle- | 
man from Alabama will allow the Chair to say,-| 
that he has not now the right to discuss the reso- | 
lutions of which he gave notice the other day, 
unless the House grant him leave; neither is it in 
order to discuss the main body of the resolution, 
except so far as it is necessary to inquire whether | 
the title ought or ought not to be adopted. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I rise for the purpose of | 
Propounding this intetrogatory to the Chair: I 

ésire to know whether it Is in order to move that | 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Smiru]} have | 
fave to explain ? 

TheSPEAKER. It is competent for the House 
to grant leave, if the rules are suspended for that 
purpose, 

Mr. McMULLIN. Ie it in order, then, to 
move a suspension of the rules for that purpose? 
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The SPEAKER. Certainly. 
Mr. McMULLIN. Then I move that the rules 

of the House be suspended, in order to allow the 

gentleman from Alabama an opportunity for ex- 


| planation. 


Mr. CARTTER. Upon that motion I demand 


' the yeas and nays. 


Mr. GENTRY. I believe, according to pre- 
vious usage, the House have the right to grant Jeave 
upon a mere motion. I move that the gentleman 


| from Alabama have leave to explain, so far as he 


thinks it necessary for his own vindication. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 


| from Tennessee has anticipated me. 1 intended to 


have made the same motion. 

The question was then put, and carried in the 
affirmative. 

So leave was granted. 

Mr. SMITH. I thank my friend from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. MeMvtxiy] for the motion to suspend 


| the rule, in order to allow me the fuller opportu- 


nity of explanation. I noticed, when he voted, 
that he remarked, that he doubted the propriety of 


that vute. I am satisfied he will agree with my | 


views. The course, Mr. Speaker, which has been 
taken upon this resolution presents to the country 
a most extraordinary spectacle. A few days ago, 
when it was eenettneil into one end of this Capi- 
tol, we hear, it met with so light favor that its pro- 


| jector [Mr. Foore}]—a man of indomitable zeal 


and energy—thought proper to withdraw it, un- 
der the frowns of opposition. At that time the 
** Star of the East ’’ had not arisen; at that time 
Kossuth had not appeared, and popular commo- 
tion had not been aroused in the country; at that time 
the mob power had not begun to be exercised. 
But since then a most astonishing change has come 
over our legislators; a resolution, though not in 
the same terms, yet looking to the same dbject, 
lras been introduced in the Senate, and that body 
xassed it with but six dissenting voices. _Is that 
ligislasing within the walls of this Capitol, beyond 
the influence of popular commotion, or is it not, 
rather, the public outside these walls who make 
the law, and pass the resolution? But whatdo we 
see in this House? We see this same resolution 
brought forward here, at the hour of twelve 
o’clock, and before a remark could be made the 
previous question was called; that question was 
sustained, and the resolution som When I 
reached my seat I found the House voting upon the 
passage of the resolution, and was forced to vote 
in favor of it, in order that I might move a recon- 
sideration, and thereby be enabled to make the 
remarks which I think so important to me. 

Mr. CARTTER. [I riseto a question of order. 
The question submitted to the House was, ‘‘ Shall 
the gentleman from Alabama have leave to make 
a personal explanation?”’ ‘That was the question 
submitted to the House, and the one upon which 
the House acted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.. That-is just what 
he is doing. 

Mr.CARTTER. Thegentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Jones} ee that is what he was doing. 
I do not understand what this personal explana- 
tion is, then, if it will allow the gentleman to start 
off with a general attack upon Kossuth, and this 
body, for passing the Kossuth resolution. If I 
understand the force and connection of his_re- 
marks, instead of being a personal explanation 


of the gentleman from Alabama, it is a reflection || 


upon the whole House and its character, and par- 
ticularly upon the friends of this resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I call the gen- 
tleman from Ohio to order. 

Mr.CARTTER. Well, that is the point of or- 
der I make. : 

Mr. SMITH. I believe the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. oak is a little fuller of a speech 
to-day than Iam. ([Laughter.} 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will remark that, || 
| in his opinion, the gentleman from Alabama has 
not transgressed the privilege granted him by the || 


House. 
Mr. SMITH. It is impossible for me to make 
the explanation I wish, without going into the 











~ 
New Series.....No. 7. 





merits of the controversy, and I will proceed to 
do it in brief. I will begin by looking upon Kos- 
suth, standing, as he does, a man banished from 
his country—as an exile. Now, itis thought by 
some persons to be the greatest evil that can hap- 
pen to man to be banished from his country; 
but this is not always the fact. The extent of the 
misfortune depends upon circumstances—the coun- 
try from which he is banished, its situation, its 
wealth, poverty, its laws, and the home condition 
of the party banished at the time. Indeed, it is 
not always a misfortune. 
I remember that Diogenes counterfeited coin if 
order that he might be banished from Pontus. 1 
| remember that Stragoniscus committed forgery in 
order that he might be banished from Straphea. 
They thought that to be banished from such coun- 
| tries was getting out of prison. Now, I think, if 
these things were applied seriously to the history 
and present condition of Hungary, that Kossuth 
might not only not be considered an unfortunate, 
but, truly, a most fortunate man. We have it, in 
the story of Themistocles, that when he was ban- 
ished from Athens he fled to the court of Persia, 
where he was received with so much graciousness, 
that the great Monarch of Persia set apart for him 
| six cities; one for his wine, one for his meat, one 
| for his bread, one for his chamber, one for his 
wardrobe, and I suppose another for his kennel. 
Well, this Themistocles, while living in so much 
splendor, forgot poor little Athens, and considered 
himself the happiest of men; and in contemplating 
the splendor and luxuries with which he had been 
surrounded, he was led to lay his hands upon the 
| heads of his children, and exclaim, ** Ah! my chil- 
| dren, we would have been undone, but for our 
undoing!’’ Happy Themistocles! Now, let us 
look at the man Kossuth again. There he stands, 
before the American people, welcomed as no man 
was ever welcomed before. Private assemblies 
and public assemblies, private mansions and public 
mansions are opened to receive him. Military 
chieftains and municipal authorities attend him 
with all the pomp and cireumstance of place and 
power. 


‘* Wine, wit, and beauty still their charms display, 
Light all the shades of life and cheer him on his way.”’ 


Happy, happy Kossuth! And, in addition to 
this, it seems to be a part of his mission—and I in- 
tend to go into the merits of that mission, in order 
to sustain my resolution—toask formoney. Now, 

| Mr. Speaker, in connection with my resolution, I 
yropose to present him to this House as coming 
iere to raise money. ‘That was part of his busi- 

, ness. We are told by his friends that he was 
detained in England, and did not arrive on our 
shores as soon as was expected, because he was 
there to arrange and provide for the wants of his 
associates, by a subscription, got up for them in 
London: 

I seein his last speech in New York he un- 
rolls a little magical scroll there, which gives him 
a great deal of pleasure, and which seemed to be 
a source of great pleasure to his audience—that 

| dinner party—that great dinner party, which I 
suppose is to control, as the pulse of public senti- 
| ment, Congress as well as the sentiments of the 
|| whole American people. It is wise to remember 
| that the sober second thought comes, not only after 
| dinner, but after digestion. 
| The little document which he unrolled came 
from the city of Cincinnati. Why, sir, if Kos- 
suth could but get that city (which is Porkdom,) 
\, as one of the sia, he certainly might be contented, 
as much so as Themistocles. 
Here it is: 


Cincinnati, Onto, November 14, 1851. 
M. Lovis Kossvcrn, Governor of Hungary: Sir—I have 
| authorized the office of the Ohio Life Insurance and Trust 
Compamy, in New York, to hand you drafts on me for oue 
| thousand dollars. ; , 
Respectfully yours, W. SMEAD. 
This was very gratefully received, and the Hun- 
garian exile then proceeded to submit a proposi- 
|| tion to raise more money 
! Mr. SKEL N. Irisetoa question of order. 
\ I desire to inquire of the Chair, if it is im order, 
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after the House has sustained the previous ques- 
tion, and when the resolution is not before the 
House, for any member to discuss it in this stage of 
proceeding. ‘The resolution was put to the House, 
and a large majority of us voted for its adoption. 
I ask, therefore, if it is in order for the gentleman 
from Alabama, under the privileve granted him to 
make a personal f xplanation, to speak against the 
resolution when no one of its friends can be per- 
mitted to defend it? 

The SPEAKER. The House, by a vote, have 
given the gentleman from Alabama leave to make 
a personal explanation. It has been the custom of 
the House, where such leave has been granted, to 
allow the largest latitude for d and in 
accordance with that usage, the ¢ does not 
feel at liberty to interrupt the itleman in his 
‘ause it is not in his power ici- 
ication wh member from Ala- 
bama might make of of re 
now pursuing. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I! 
appeal on the table. 

The question was then 
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rose in the affirmative. 

Mr. STUART demanded the 
which were ordered. 
Mr. FOWLER. 

House of the state of the ques tion. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Carrrenr] takes an appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, that the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Smirn] was not wandering beyond the limits 
prescribed by the House, in granting him leave to 
make a personal explanation. The gentleman 
from Tennessee {Mr. Jones] moves to lay that 
appeal upon the table; and upon that motion the 
yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. JONES. I withdraw the motion to lay the 
appeal upon the table. ( 
debatable, and I desire 
remarks upon it. 

Cries of ** No! No!” 

Mr. STUART. Iri order. 
I submit this point.. After the yeas and nays 
have been ordered upon a motion, I submit that 
the mover has no richt to withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER overruled the question f 
order. 

Mr. 


order. 


1e motion to 
r had, 103 


yeas and nays; 


I understand an a lis 


to make two 
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me 


or three 


7e to a question of 


RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of 
[ submit to.the Chair, that when 
is taken from the decision of the Chair 
to our rules, that appeal must be decid 
House without debat 

Mr. JONES. Where do you get that rule? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is one 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. 
point of order 
nessee [Mr. Jones] 1s 

Mr. JONES. I merely wish to make a state- 
ment of the hat 
the House in overruline the Chair, may not violate 
the rules of the H ‘ause there may bea 
spirit here in favor of Kossuth to override all rules 
and perhaps all discussion. 'T') 

Alabama {Mr. Smrrn] asked 
explanation. it was objecte | 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georvia, (interrt 
I call t} ‘ntleman from Tennesse 
ask that the 35th rule be rend. 

It was then read by the Clerk, as follows: 

* Tfany member, in speaking or otherwise, transeress the 
rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or any member may, 
call to order: in which case the member so called to order 
shall immediately sit down, unless permitted to explain 
and the House shall, ifappealed to, decide on the ca 
without debate: if there be no appeal, th 
Chair shail be submitted to. If the decision be in favor of 
the member called to order, he shail be at liberty to pro 
ceed; if otherwise, he shall not be permitied to proceed, in 
case any member t, without leave of the Ho cond 
if the case reguire it, he shali be liable to the censure of the 
House.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That rule was 
suspended with the other, in order to permit the 
gentleman from Ala 
his speech. 
the newspapers throughout the country, and it is 
right that he should have an opportunity of de- 
fending his course, [eries of ** Order !’? ¢¢ order !’?] 
I repeat that the rale has been susp€nded. [Re- 
newed eries of “‘ Order!’’] 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion, 
notwithstanding the rules have been suspended 
for a particular purpose, that the gentleman from 
Alabama is subjected to the rules of the House in 
the course of the remarks which he may make, 
and that in any question arising on an appeal in 
this particular case, debate is not in order. ‘The 
rentiemar from ‘Tennessee has withdrawn the mo- 
tion to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. JONES. LI renew the motion to lay the 
appeal upon the table. 

Mr. CARTTER called for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to lay upon the table; and they 
ordered. 

‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the appeal upon the table; and there were— 
yeas 122, nays 58; as follows: 

,AS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allis¢ 
n, Averett, Barrere, David J. Bailey, Thomas 
Bibighaus, Bissell, Bowne, 
srenton, Brooks, 
Caldwell, Campbell, 
Nark, Cullom, Curtis, Daniel, George 
}. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Dockery, Dun 

Enans, Ewing, Ficklin, Fiteh, 
+, Gaylord, Gentry, Giddings, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammoud, [sham | 
G. Harris, W. Harris, Haws, Haseall, Haven, 
Hebard, Hendricks, Henn, Hillyer, HoNaday, Horsford, 
Houston, Howard, John W. Lowe, ‘Thomas M. Howe, 
Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, Jolin Jobnson, 
Daniel T. Jones, G W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Lockhart, Mann, Martin, Mec- | 
Corkle, MeMullin, MeQueen, Millson, Miner, Henry D. 
Mos John Moore, Morrison, Nabers, Olds, Samuel W. 

i ‘r, Peuslee, Penniman, Phelps, Rantoul, Richardson, 
toss. Savage, Schermerhorn, Seudder, Scurry, 

\ Origen Seymour, Smith, 

. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Sutherland, | 
The George W. Thompson, | 
lace, Walsh, W Welch, Addison 
xander White, Wileox, Williams, Woodward, | 
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lax. 
srs. Charles Allen, Willis Allen, 
jleton, Babeock, Bartlett, John H. Boyd, Br 
Lewis D. Campbell, Car Chay 
Clingman, Cobb, Conger, Dimmick, \ 
Faulkner, Floyd, Freeman, Grow, Hart, Hib- | 
ird, rsoll, Preston King, Letcher, Humpirey Mar 
shall, MeDonaid, McNair, Meade, Molony, Morehead, 
Murray, Newton, Andrew Parker, Penn, Perkins, Polk, 
Price, Robie, Robinson, Sackett, Schoonmaker, Skelton, 
Benjamin Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Ste- 
venus, St. Martin, Strother, Stuart, Sweetser, ‘Thurston, 
wnshend, Washburn, Wells, and Wildrick—58. 
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So the appeal was laid upon the table. 


Mr. COBB, on his name being called upon the | 


above vote, said: Duty and inclination come in 
conflict. I should like to vote yea, but my duty 
compels me to vote ** No;”’ and I therefore do it. 

Mr. SMITH then remarks, and 
said: ‘l'o relieve the gentleman who has inter- 


ald: 
rupted me so frequently, Ll wil 


resume d his 


lutions W 
net vind resolutions without going into 
the merits of the controversy. I should, however, 
have been nearly through by t 


hich I offered the other day, and 


eate those 


that I shall not be met by any furtherinterruption. 
The fate of the unfortunate fifty who fell in 


Cuba, whose melancholy end is fresh in the rec- | 
| olleetion of us all, ought of itself to be sufficient | 
the American people and the American | 


to make 
Co pause and make the solemn inquiry 
whether or not they are ready so soon to invite, 


rress 


to foster, to encoura#e, and to feast another for- | 


eigner—another perturbed, restless political revo- 
lutionist? 

[t is impossible for any one to look this ques- 
tion calmly in the face, without being compelled to 
see the close similarity between the Lopez expedi- 


tion and any expedition which could be fitted out |/ 


in this country in favor of Hungary.. Wecannot 


yet assign to Lopez his proper position; I trust | 


that posterity will find in him all the elements of 
a martyr and of a hero. All we know of him is, 
that h 


licly, not by eloquence, but by dinner-table con- | 
versation, private understandings, loans and Cu- | 
ban-bondisms. : 

Now, sir, this illustrious exile cannot consider | 


that I bring him into contempt, by mentioning his 


bama [Mr. Smrru} to make | 
The gentleman has been abused by | 


| 
| 


! 


name with that of Lopez. I do not doit with any 

such intention, I believe that Lopez may find a | 
lofty place in the estimation of posterity. 
to him merely for the purpose of showing the dan- | 
gerous influence that this man may exercise in | 
our country at this moment. Every American | 
knows the excitability of the American disposi- | 


Buell, Burrows, Busby, | 


' i make this remark, | 
that it is impossible for me to submit the explana- | 
tion which | design, without vinticating the reso- | 
L can- | 


s time, and I trust | 


e beguiled the young of the country, and | 
that he deceived the old of the country—not pub- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, | 


| attention of the public officers of the country 


Dee. 15, 
————. 
tion. At this particular time, so soon after the dic. 
banding of our armies, when the country is go full 
of those young men who have tasted of wa;r_ 
whose swords have been wheited, whose ambi on 
now has no outlet, no escape; who have no hone 
except in arms—at this particular time, "the exe. 
ing speeches of this exfle may have upon the 
country a most disastrous and unfortunate effec; 
It was to avert these evils that I desired to call the 


t 
0 


him and to his position. 

Now let us examine the merits of Kossuth’s 
mission to this country. He told us in his Fyo. 
lish speeches that his object in coming to the Uyi- 
ted States was to endeaver to unite Eneland and 
America in behalf of his country, and to induce e 
to abandon our old national! non-interventionalie, 
and to adopt an ‘* armed non-intervention,”’ ag he 
is pleased to term it. He told us that this was 
his object. I have his speeches before me, jy 
which he says that one of the objects of his mis. 
sion to this country is to perfect a union between 
England and America, and to introduce into ou, 
policy a new code of national non-intervention. 
Here is what he says: 

““ T suppose itis known now that the policy of Englang 
and of the United States can unite; and when they are ypi- 
ted, | myself hope that without wars the interests of man- 
kind by that means will be secured. * * , . 
When f goto the United States, I will consider it to be one 
of my duties to try if there camot be an humble opportuni. 
y for this union, as I was an humbie opportunity for the 
promulgation of the solidarity sentiment of nations for the 


| principles of liberty.’’ 


In that same speech what did he say as to our 
policy of non-intervention—as to Washington's 
policy of non-intervention?) Why heeomplimenis 
the lather of his Country for promulgating what 
he is pleased to term, in’ his unique phraseolocy, 
** the letter-marque of despotism.”’ Washington's 
policy of non-intervention is, in the idea of Kos- 
suth, **the letter-marque of despotisni!’’ 
what he says: 


ry 
riear 


* That is the principle—the sovereign right of every na- 
tion to dispose of itself. But this is net the non-intervep- 
tion which would be defined by these words: ‘ [ do not care 


| whatever be the fate of humanity, whatever the disposal of 


the world may do with Europe or with its liberty, becans: 
my principle is non-intervention.’? That, I say.is not non- 
interveniion ;* it is the letter-of-marque to despotism; it 
would be an assurance to society to carry with certainty 
the victory to despotism.” ; 


Now, sir, when Kossuth arrived in New York 
he was met there by a Doctor somebod y—Hob- 
coblin, or a name of a similar character—who 
gave him the following assurances: 

‘For my part, and I ask no one to be respons 
what I say, although [ honestly believe that [ speak tl 
sentiments of the great mass of my fellow-countrymen, and 
especially the sentiments of those three and a half millions 
of stalwart, able-bodied young men of America whom e 
laws have designated for military purposes—I believe | 
speak the sentiments of this great mass of intelligent cit 
zen- soldiers, who are not merely household troops, sir, but 
who have recently had an opportanity of demonstrating 
before the world what tise they can make of arins in the 
enemy’s country—I speak their sentiments, sir, when I say 
that the sveat Kossuth doctrine of armed non-intervention 
is the doctrine and sentiments of America—non-interven- 
tion for us—non-intervention for all.”? 

What does Kossuth say in réply to this? Why, 
he says: 

‘<The reception I have already experienced relieves 
from much anxiety. If the doctrine of non intervention !s 
understood, as you state, then the generous and efficient aid 


of the United States te my country’s suffering independence 
is gained.”’ 5 


Let us pause a moment at thisperiod. We see 


‘that Kossuth stated in England that the object of 


his mission to this country was to endeavor to 
unite England and America upon a new priuici- 


| ple of non-intervention. When he arrived here he 


was told that three millions of armed young men 
were prepared to aid him; that “ armed non-inter- 


, vention”? was the doctrine of America; and he 


then said that the great object of his mission was 


| more than half accomplished. 


.1 propose now to refer to some of the speeches 


| which he made previous to the offering of my 


resolution. 


I propose to show that they contained 
pareae which authorized the resolutions. Reco'- 
ect that it has been our policy from the very 


| foundation of the Government to stay al home and 


I refer || 


‘ 


to attend lo our own wars—to our own business— 
and to let the other nations of the earth do like- 
wise. Recollect, too, that we have adopted 4 
statute which makes it almost treasonable for any 
man to aid in setting on feot any expedition 
against any country with which we are at peace. 
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Now Koi bak Kossuth says of his motive in 
eine here at this time: 

«The motive, citizens, is that your generous act of my 
jiberation has raised the conviction throughout the world 
that this generous act of yours js bat the manifestation of 
vonr resolution to throw your weight into the balance 
‘where the fate of the E uropeag continent is to be weighed. 
You have raised the convic tioW throughout the world, that 
py my lib ration you we sre willing to say, ‘ Ye oppressed 
spations of old Europe’s continent, be of wood cheer: the 
young giant of Americ a stretches his powerful arm ove? 
cthe waves, ready to give a brothe r’s hand to v our future.’ 
gy is vour act interprete d throt ughout the world.’ 


He goes on to say: 


«Jt is hence that my liberation was chesred, from Swe- 
en down to Portugal, asaray of hope. It is hence that 
those nations which most desire my presence in Europe 
+ ave ungnimously told me, ‘ Hasten on, hasten on to 
she - eeall free, rich, and powerful people of the United 
ites, and 4 aia over its brotherly aid to-the cause of your 
ntry, 80 intimately connected with European liberty.’ ”’ 
Again, he says: 
« And taking my ground on this principle of unien, which 
1 And lawfully existing, an established constitutional fact, 
not to a party, but to the united people of the United 
States that I coni fidently will address my humble requests 
id and protection to oppressed humanity. I will con- 
ecjeutiously respect your laws, but within the limits of your 
laws I w ijl use eve ry honest exertion to gain your »perative 
sympathy and your financia il, material, and political aid 
for my country’s freedom and independence, and entreat the 
realization of these hopes w! hich your generosity has raised 
in me and my people’s breasts, and also in the breasts of 
Europe's oppressed nations. . And, therefore, thirdly, | beg 
jeave fran ikly to state that my atm is to restore my fa ther- 
lend to the full enjo yment of that act of declaration of in- 
dependence, W hich being the only rightful existing public 
law of my h ation. 


How is it possible for his fatherland to be re- 
stored without war? How could we possibly aid, 
financially, materially, and politically, without bring- 


a refer to these speeches to show that my reso- 

itions had some foundation in fact. But in addi- 
tion to all this, we have another mos? extraordi-+ 
nary development. Kosssth was invited to review 
the militia of New York; he was invited to appear 
before the militia of the country with all the trap- 
pings of military gewgawism, no doubt with the 
privil oe of expressing to those men in arms, the 
game sentiments thi ut he expressed at the other 


meetings. Here is what he says in reference to | 


that invitation: 

‘Tam told that I will ane the high honor to review your 
patriotic militia. Oh, God! how my heart throbs at the 
viea to see this gallant army enlisted on the side of free- 
dom against despotism; the world would be free, and you 
the saviors of humanity.” 

Now, I ask if there was not some reason for the 
resolutions which I offered? I ask the House to 
look at this man, with his powerful eloquence, 
with his great ingenuity, with his greater charac- 
ter, coming as he does from the fields where lib- 
y’s battles were fought and won ahd lost—I 
ask the House to view him in his speeches and in 
his positions, with all its candor, and to say if 
there was not some grounds of apprehension that 
those inflammatory harangues would incite the 
young and the ambitious into an expedition? How 
long would it take New York, with its immense 
wealth and shipping resources, tg supply and fit 
out an expedition? Itis known that New York 
was the life, soul, and centre of the ill-starred Cu- 
bs . expedition, 

But I pass on to the general positions which he 
assumes in some of his other speeches. Was 
generous in this man—was it returnine our hos- 
pitality in a proper manner, to come here and so 
immedi ately, so diregtly, so unblushingly, so un- 
hesitatingly to commence a direct interference in 
our public and private concerns. What does he 
say? Not content with receiving the homage of 


th 


the people in their popular assemblies, he assails 


er 





Congress and advises us to recall our Minister || 


from Vienna! What a height of impudence is 
that! He tells us that we can spare Mr. Hulse- 
mann. Here is his language: 

“ Now, as to your minister at Vienna, how you can com- 
bine the letting him stay there with your opinion of the 
catse of Hungary, I really don’t know; but so much I 
Know, that the present absolutistica! atmosphere of Europe 
8 hot very propitious to Agnérican principles. i know a 
man who could tell some curious facts about this matter. 
But as to Mr. Hulsemann, really I don’t believe that he 
Would be so ready'to leave Washington. He has extreme ly 
well digested the caustic pills which Mr. Webster has 
administered to him so gloriousty.”? 
_ Now notice the magical skill of this arch elocu- 
tionist. See with what ingentity he mixes the 
flattery with the censure. Why, he is almost as 
polished and as ingenious as St. Paul, who, when 
e pleaded before . Agrippa smoothed his way to 


| the King’ Ss ein by a  raaieload touch, thus: **1 |! There was a great deal of curiosity excited by 
| think myself happy, King Agrippa, because I || this chest, and finally he was prevailed upon by 
| shall answer for myself, this day, before thee, || some of his friends te let them look into it. Well, 
| especially because I know thee to be expert in all the he permitte ed it, and what did they see? They 

questions and customs W hich are amon ¢ the Jews.” || saw an old rageed and torn suit of clothes, the 
Here, in connection with these slurs upon our |} clothes that he used to wearin his humility and 
Austrian mission, and upon the respectable rep- || in his poverty, and he said that he carried them 
resentative of that Government here, he soft- || about with him in ordet that w hen hits heart began 
sawders Mr. Webster, endeavoring, I suppose, to || to swell, and his ambition to rise, and his pride to 
obtain, and no doubt obtaining, by that soft-saw- | dilate, he could look on the rags, they reminded 
dering, the influence of some of Mr. Webster’s || him of what he had been, and thus he was enabled 
friends. But he mistakes the American heart. | to resist the temptations of prosperitv. Let us 
Our triumphs bring pleasure and delight to us. | see whether this can illustrate anything in our 
Our friends rejoice when the victory is over, it || history. Raise the veil, if there is one, which 
it not ours t o turn the knife in the wound; we are | conceals the poverty of this Union, when there 
not cold enough for that. Mr. Webster’s triumph | were but thirteen States. Raise the 


in the little matter of diplomaty w was very com- || ceals the rags of our soldiers of the 





veil that con- 
Revolution. 


plete over Mr. Hulsemann—very gratifying, very || Lift t = lid of the chest which contains the pov- 
satisfactory. Did Mr. W ebster enjoy the pain |; erty of our beginning, in order that you mey be 
which it gave his respectable adve rsary No. He || reminded, like this old satrap, of the days of your 
rejoiced not in the pain he inflicted; ed in the in- | poverty,and be enabled to resist the advice of this 


tellectual pleasure of looking upon his own bant- | man who now tells you that you were wise in 
ling—a great liitle letter’ Now, I tell Kossuth | your youth, but .that now you are a giant and 
that Mr. Webster feels great disgust for this heart- || may depart from that wisdom. Remember now 
less effort to revive an old quarre sl, anid to insult the use of adversity , and let us take advantage of 
Mr. Hulsemann by ref rring to him in words of || it and be benefited by it, for great isthe man, and 
contempt coupled with a flatterine allusion to the || greater isthe nation, that can resist the enchanting 
Secretary of State I refer to this for the pur- ' 
pose of asking if it became an exile who had been In referring to our humble beginning, and our 
brought to this country by the mediation of the! great and astonishing growth, | am induced to 
Government, sanctioned b vy the people, sO soon || pause a moment, and ask why is it that we should 
and so unblushingly to begin his inter ‘fe rence in || so lightly and carelessly treat propositions of this 


smiles of prosperity 


our public as well as our priv: ate affairs? sort, which involve, as it is admitted this propo- 
But I must hasten on. This man, in the last || sition does involve, the very principle by which 
speech which he made in New York—to which e have grown to our present condition? Wheat 
speech I take no exception whatever—I have no |} was the eost of this great and glorious Confeder- 
doubt that he had szen or heard of my resolutions || a -y? We cannot find it by going back and 
before he delivered it, because it is’ entirely free |; searching the old Quartermaster’s reports. We 
| from the incendiarism which rmaarked his former || cannot find it in dollars and cents—we know not 
speeches—but in that speech, he says that General how to estimate it by this method. The true place 


Washington never recommended national non-in- || to find the cost is in the battle-fields of the Revo- 
tervention, but only neutrality, and he resorts to a || lution—in the rags, the deprivations, the bleeding 
species of fallacious logic by which he endeavors || feet of your soldiers—the history of those brave 


to draw a distinction between ‘neutrality’ and || men, who fell in their youth. In this eontempla- 
national **non-intervention. Eve rybody knows, tion, I cannot arrive at an estimate of the cost of 
Mr. Speaker, what has been our policy. It makes |! these States. Now,I1 ask, if it is wise in this 
no ode is whether Washington recomme nded itinso | legislative assembly so lightly and carelessly to 
many words. His word ‘ne utrality”” was quite | pass by the wisdom of our fathers? 


sufficient, and u pon it has been built the policy ‘that In reference to this question of non-intervention, 
has ruled us in alltime. And what has be on the |; Mr. Kossuth rather exultingly asks, in answer to 
result of that police y? Wh y, from the small be- || some objections, if France did not give us active 
ginning of three millions of inhabitants, we have || and material aid in the days of the Revolution? 
now got twenty-three millions; from a sinall num- || Certainly; but that was her business, and not 
ber of States, we are now over thirty; from a rag- || ours—that was her policy, and not ours. It is 
ged population, we present the best dressed popu- || very simple in Mr. Kossuth to ask such a ques- 


lation in the world; and from poverty we have || tion. He should read history: the little tags he 
risen to the greatest weaith and pros perty. Why || picks up from editors agd reporters and conferring 
and how did we get all these? We got them by || fev nds will not suffice. Do the advocates of this 


an adherence to the great principle of staying at | resolution—the advocates of the abandonment of 


home and ~~ our own business. [tis a princi- | our non-intervention depend upon this question as 
ple upon whi cha private man pn s. It isa}| anargument forthem? Is it not knownin history 
rinciple upon which privs ate famil prosper. || that France had possessions contiguous to the 
i @a prince Ip le upon W hich ane ichb borhood os 1s colonies, and that it was her busmess to protect 


peace and Prosperity and rs on. it. It is that |} them? It was her policy to come here and afford 


great principle which has raised us up to be the |! us aid against Encland, as well for her own sake 
cvreatest rove rnmenton eaith: But Kossuth says || asfor ours. There is an answer to any little ex- 
that we may depart from that pol ley now—that |} ultation any man may have, in referring to the 
it was wise when we were young, but that now || French question. I say it was her policy to de- 
we have grown up to be a giantand may abandon | sire to defeat England, as well as her inclination, 


it. Here is another bit of philosophy for you. | to aid a suffering and oppressed people as we were 


We can all resist adversity. Weknow the uses— | at that time, which broucht her to our shores. 








and sweet are they—of ‘adversity. lt is the cruci- And now, as I have a’ few moments left, | beg 
| ble of fortune. It is the iron ke y that unlecks the |, leave to call your attention to another fact. I 
golden gates of prosperity. I say, God bless ad- || have passed over many things which [ should 


versity. It pric ksme. I bleed and am well. But || like to dwell upon, but | turn to consider another 
the rock upon which men and upon which nations , quesiion, which is a part of his mission, and that 
split is prosperity. ‘This man says that we || is the question of neticion. Religion! J have a 
have grown to be a giant and that we may depart book, written by his biographer, ind, of course, 
from the wisdom of our youth, But I sav that | his friend, in which he says that one of Kossuth’s 
now is the time to take care; we are great enough: objects is” “to beat down the ( ithotic religion!” 
let us be satisfied; prevent the growth of our || ** That in the struggle in the Hungarian contro- 
| ambition, prevent our pride from swelling, and || versy desended the prevalence of the Protestant 

hold on to what we have got. Do youremember | religion!’’ That is, the Protestant religion would 

the story of the old governor, who had been raised || rise or fall with the Hungarian struggle. This 

from rags? His King diseavered in him merit.|| man goes on to show that Kossuth’s object is to 

and integrity sand appointed hima satrap—a ruler || destroy the ‘atholic religion. (Teft’s Book.) it 
| over many provinces. He came-to be great, and || refer to this in order to ask, whether freedom in 
it was his custom to be escorted throughout the | religious worship is not one of the corner-stones 
country several times during the year, in order to | of our institutions. , ask if it is proper in the 
see and to be seen. He was ‘received and acknowl- | Congress of the United States, by its assembled 
edged everywhere as a great man and a great gov- | w! sdom, to say to this man, ‘‘ Come here—stir 
ernor. But he carried about with him amy sterlous | us Up, In order that we may superintend secret 
chest, and every now and then he would look into | expeditions against Austria ; come here to feast, 
| it, but let nobody else see what it contained. | drink, loaf, and lounge, teach us politics, and in- 
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terfere with our religion, also?”’ Shall we say 


this? Sir, our notion of religious liberty is derived 
from the Pilgrim Fathers—was founded upon the 
Rock of Plymouth—and is diffused through all 
our institutions, so that the humblest log-cabin in 
the Far West, if dedicated to Christian worship, 
is as sacred in the eyes of the law as the lord- 
liest cathedral in the Eastern world. And yet, 
ou invite this man to come here to carry on 
his crusade upon religious subjects. Crusade! 
A word that reminds us of the days of chiv- 
alry; and if we would yield a moment to the 
false appearances of this day, we might say that 
surke was wrong when he exclaimed ‘* The days 
of chivalry were gone.’’ The apostles of this 
man have already proclaimed him to this country 
as another Peter the Hermit. Ah! there is another 
exhibition of the religious part of his mission. I 
am willing to acknowledge, that Kossuth must be 
a man of consummate eloquence. I am perfectly 
satisfied of that fact. I have read his speeches 
with great admiration, mixed up with a little in- 
dignation, and that opinion I have expressed. I 


am nota man to turn my eyes from the face of 


genius, Wherever it exists, whatever may 
be its sentiments, I love to look upon it, because 
J know that in the face of genius there is the 
image of God. I am willing to say, that Kossuth 
possesses all the charms to make him a most ac- 
complished man and a gentleman, and I should 
consider it my misfortune if he should pass 
through here without my seeing him, and, if I 
dared, I should venture to make his acquaintance. 
I do not think that the idea of a mission like that 
of Ppter the Hermit will be tolerated in this coun- 
try. What was the object of Peter’s mission? 
Jt was to raise an innumerable army to fight in 
the cause of religion. He was said to be a man 
of great and exceeding eloquence, as no doubt he 
must have been, to have produced such a wonder- 


fuleffect. Task, you then, are we ready for another | 


Peter the Hermit? Are we ready to be instructed 
by some Eastern monk? Why, sir, we have 
enough orators at home—men born in the West 
—cradjed in the wilderness, where everything 
around them is grand; and if men grow where 


grandeur surrounds them, they cannot help being 


If we want any Peter, we do nat want 
him from the East. We want Peter the Hunter, 
from the West. 
** Westward the star of empire takes its way.”’ 

Let our instructions come from that source 

[ will make another observation, and that is in 
reference to the idea of establishing republican gov- 
ernments in Europe. New governments there are 
continually rising and falling; and have they not 
been trying to establish republican governments 
there for the last thousand years? Havethey ever 
succeeded? And why not? Because of their an- 
tiquities, and their monuments breathing, smack- 
ing, and smelling of nobility and royalty, and be- 
cause halt of the people are pretendates. Where 
that state of seciety exists, one man will always 
want to be superior to the others, and the idea of 
human agrarianism is a mere absurdity. Look at 
the present condition of France. What a mockery 
upon republican institutions. Having driven out 
her King—having achieved the first step—having 
done all that was necessary, she could not. take a 
common name for her President. Shehad to take 
a princely name—a name connected with royal and 
prineely blood. Whata mockery! What chance 
would such a republican name as Jones, Davis, 
Johnson, Thompson, or Smith have [laughter] of 
heing President of republican France? I tell you 
thaf Republics exist where God has so ordained, 
and nowhere else; and all your sympathy for 
eastern Republics is thrown upon the water, with- 
out the virtue of the bread. Republics exist where 
men are born free—where there are no monuments 
royalty—where there are no antiquities, no 


oracors, 


heraldries to remind one of the superior origin of 


his blood. God has written it, and it is inevitable, 


that no Republics shall exist for a long period of 


time in their true character, where the monuments 
of the country are indelibly connected with nobil- 
ity and royalty; but they shall exist in the West- 


here. There are no histories, no heraldries, no 
songs to inspire us with the idea that one man 
shall be superior to. another, except in the love 


and aflections of the people. As long as that state || 
of things exist, we will be free. But in the course || 


THE 
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| of time—I trust it will be thousands of years hence 


—by some accident of nature, we may be blotted 
out, and this which is now the Western abiding 
place of liberty, may be the Eastern home of kings, 
and the Eastern land, by some freak of nature, 
may be covered up, and these monuments of re- 


| gality and nobility may be buried, and the places 
| hallowed by the footsteps of kings may be thou- 
I y 


sands of feet under the earth. Then, and not till 


i then, will there be a genuine republican govern- 


| until he reached England. 


| other nation and country in the world. 


| also the sovereigns of Austria.”’ 


| their introductign. 


ment on the Eastern continent. Now, I say that all 
your sympathy is thrown away, and all your fight- 
ing for a man struggling to be a head of a republic 
in the East, is but to elevate a prince into places of 
ower, in order that he may oppress his serfs. 
Che present Republic of France is but the nursery 
of new Robespierres and Dantons, whose days of 
blood are not far off !! 

W hen did Kossuth become a republican? Never 
W hat was he fighting 
for? Why, for the permanence of the Hungarian 
constitution. Hereis the Hungarian constitution, 


| as he says to us himself in his New York speech— 


here is the constitution he was trying to perpetuate. 
‘‘ Hungary is a free and independent Kingdom”’— 
(Kinepom)—* having its own self-constituent ex- 
istence and constitution, and not subject to any 
1 The only 
tie between us and Austria, was that we were bound 
to elect to be our Kings the same dynasty, which were 
Here you see that 
this free constitution and this free country fought 
for by Kossuth in the Hungarian struggle, had a 
King! And all Kossuth wanted, was to establish 
their ancient constituencies. There is the republic 
for whose perpetuation he was striving and fight- 
ing. 

He comes here now to this country almost a 
red republican—a much better republican than 
ourselves, who were born republicans. But I am 
proud of his conyersion. I congratulate him and 
the cause of liberty throughout the world, that 
American atmosphere has had such a magical 
effect upon him. 

I had some interesting authorities, which I would 
like to read if I had time, but I will close my 
remarks by thanking the House for their kind in- 
dulgence in hearing me. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I moveto lay on the table the 


| motion to reconsider the vote on the adoption of 


the title. 

The question was tifen taken, and the motion to 

reconsider was laid upon the table. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. FITCH asked the unanimous consent of 
the House for the purpose of introducing a pre- 
amble and resolution, which was read for informa- 
tion, as follows: 

Whereas on the 2d of January, 1848. the House of Rep- 


| resentatives of the United States declared that the then ex- 


isting war with Mexico was “ unnecessarily and unconsti- 
tutionally begun by. the President of the United States,’* 
which declaration, if uncontradicted. may hereatter le 
to erroneous opinions of the cause of that war, and te 
views and motives of those engaged in its active prosecu- 
tion; therefore— 

Resolved, That the said declaration was a libel upon our 
country’s cause, astigmaupon the memory ofthe brave dead 
of that war, and a reproach upon the living who fought its 


| battles; that it was unfounded in fact, and expressed not 


the opinion of the people of the United States, but that 


| Only of an aceidental majority in Congress. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I object to 


Mr. FITCH moved a suspension of the rules, 


| to enable him to introduce the resolution; upon 
| which motion 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia asked for the 


| yeas and nays; which were ordered; and, being 


taken, were—yeas 102, nays 53; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Andrews, John 
Appleton, Averett, Babcock, Bartlett, Thomas H. Bayly, 


| Bissell, Bocock, Brenton, Albert G. Brown, Buell, Busby, 


Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Clark, Cobb, John 
G. Davis, Dawson, Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, Eastman, 
Edmundson, Edgerton, Faulkner, Ficklin, Pitch, Florence, 
Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gorman, Grow, 
Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 


| Hart, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Holladay, Houston, How- 


ard, Ingersoll, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, 


| Robert W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
ern hemisphere, where the anointed king has never || 
placed his foot. There is no regal atmosphere 


J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, 


| Mace, Edward C. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, MeCor- 


kle, McDonald, MeLanaban, McMullin, McNair, Meade, 


| Millson, Molony, Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Andrew Par- 
ker, Peasiee, Penn, Phelps, Polk, Price, Richardson, Rob- 
| bins, Robie, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Scurry, David L. 


Seymour, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Smith, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. 
Stevens, Stuart, Sutherland, Sweetser, George W. Thomp- 
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| 


; Chandler, Chapman, Chastain, Clingman, Conger, 
| George T. Davis, Evans, EWing, Fowler, Gentry 





| 


re —_—$—— 


son, Thurston, Venable, Alexander White, Wilcox, a; i 
Wildrick—102. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, William A, le 
ton, Bell, Bennett, Bowie, Bowne, Briggs, Brooks, Tie. 


rows, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbel} 


Caliom, 
» Good 


enow, Haseall, Haven, Hebard, Hillyer, Horsford, Joho 
W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, George G, King 
Kuhns, Landry, Mann, Martin, Meacham, Miller, Heury 
D. Moore, Joha Moore, Morehead, Newton, Outlaw, Say, 
uel W. Parker, Penniman, Perkins, Power, Sackett, Scher. 


| merhorn, Schoonmaker, Benjamin Stanton, Alexander i 


Stephens, Taylor, Tuck, Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, Was), 
burn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, and Williams—53. 


Mr. BRECKENRIDGE, who was without th. 
bar when his mame was called, asked permission 
to record his vote. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. He 


| had been there, he said, for eight years, and never 


knew the privilege to be. accorded to any one, 
So the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. CLINGMAN, from the Committee on Ter. 


| ritories, by general consent, reported the following 


resolution; which was read and adopted, viz: 
tesolred, That the President be requested to commumi- 


| eated to this House all such information as may be in his 
| possession, caleulated to show the actual condition of things 


in the Territory of Utah ; and especially to enable the House 


| to ascertain whether the due execution of the laws of the 


United States has been resisted or obstructed; whethe 


| there has been any misappropriation of the public funds: 


and whether the personal rights of our citizens have beey 
interfered with in any mauner. 


Mr. SMART, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| duced the following resolution; which was read 


and agreed to, viz: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 


| quested to communicate to this House, if not mecompatible 


with the public interest, any information he may have re 
ceived respecting the seizure and confiscation of the barque 
** Georgiana,’’ ef Maine, and the brig ** Susan Loud,” of 


| Massachusetts, by the Spanish and Cuban authorities ; to 
| gether with all applications and correspondence in reference 


thereto; and that he inform the House what measures (if 
any) have been taken for the indemnification, by the Span- 


| ish Government, of the captains, owners, and crews of said 


vessels, 
The resolution was adopted. 
Mr. MEADE asked the general consent of the 


| House to introduce a resolution; which was read, 
| as follows, viz: 


Resolred, That the President of the United States be re- 


| quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatibl 


with the public interest, information, if any, in his power, 
first, as to the conclusion of the treaty between Spain, 
France, and Great Britain, in'respect to the Island of Cuba, 


| and the naturye of that treaty ; second, as to the relative 


strength of the British, French, and United States squadrons 
in the West India seas; and thirdly, whether additional 


| appropriations are necessary to increase our force on that 


station. 


Mr. CARTTER objected to the introduction of 


| the resolution. 


Mr. MEADE moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to introduce it; which question was 

ut and agreed to. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, by general consent, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
authorized to employ a clerk at the usual rate of compen- 
sation. 

The question was taken upon the adoption of 
the resolution, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from.the Committee of Ways 


-and Means, by the unanimous consent of the 


House, reported the following resolution; which 
was read and agreed to: s 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
authorized to cause such repairs to be made in their cour 
mittee room as the majority of such committee may deen 
necessary, not to exceed in cost the sum of $20. 


Mr. EVANS asked and obtained leave, and in- 
troduced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, to amend an act entitled ‘An act for the 
punishment of crime in the’ District of Columbia;” 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SIBLEY, by unanimous consent, mtro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read 
and adopted, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to, 
inform this House, Ist. What progress has been made, il 
any, in the construction of certain roads authorized by 
Congress in the Territory of Minnesota ; 2d. What amounts 
of the sum appropriated by Congress for that object has 
been expended, and for what specific purpose ; 3d. What 
additional sum, in his opinion, will be necessary for the 
completion of the roads so authorized. 


LOUIS KOSSUTH. 
Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on 
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Enrolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the 
ioint resolution of welcome to Louis Kossuth; 
which was presented to the Speaker, and received 
his signature. 


_ = > =< 


Mr. MARSHALL, of California, on leave, in- 
troduced the following bill, of which previous 
notice had been given, to authorize and direct the 
payment of certain moneys into the tréasury of 
the State of California, which was collected in the || 
ports of said State as excise upon imports since || 
the ratification of the treaty of peace between the 
United States and the Republic of Mexico, and 
previous to the admission of California into the 
Union. 

The bill having been read a first and second 
time by its title, 

Mr. MARSHALL moved its reference to the 
Committee on Military Affairs; and it was so 
referred. : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
reference to that committee. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The objection comes too 


| 

REFUNDING OF MONEYS TO CALIFORNIA. || 
| 

i 


I object to the 


ate. 

Mr. JONES. I movea reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
aggre ed to. 

Mr. JONES. I now move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. MARSHALL. The reference that I 
moved, of this bill to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, was a very appropriate one under all the 
circumstances. ‘The moneys which that bill pro- 
vides to be refunded to the State, or rather to the 
treasury of California, were collected under a 
military administration, and are now in some 
part of the military department in this city. 
The matter is one that comes properly under 
the cornizance of the committee to which I have 
moved its reference. There are other reasons, 
sir, which I had intended some time or other in 
the course of this session to state—but perhaps it | 
would be as well to state them now—why I pre- 
fer the Committee on Military Affairs to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 
the one next to the head of the latter committee, 
are gentlemen very distinguished for their econo- 
my—for an economy that induces them to nega- 
tive everything which looks like an appropriation. 
I desire to refer my bill first to the Committee on 
Military Affairs—an appropriate and proper com- 
mittee. I want it to escape, if possible, altogether 
the hands of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
These are the motives. 
them. Ifthe bill ever falls into the hands of that | 
committee, itis buried. I know that now. I there- 
fore propose that the bill be referred as indicated 
and Prely upon the generosity of the House to 
sustain this reference, that it may, at least, have 
a fair chance—that at least it will not be prejudged 
before it is even presented. 

Mr. JONES. I think the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia has certainly not made up his opinion of 
the Committee of Ways and Means from any 
knowledge that he has. I ask that gentleman if 
he ever heard of a bill referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, as now constituted, or as 
constituted at the last session of Congress, which 
was buried, or was pernmtted to sleep in that com- 
mittee? I ask him, sir, if thisis nota prejudgment 
and warning without knowledge upon his part? If 
the gentleman’s bill is’ right, he has nothing to | 
fear from me, or from the committee. If the gen- 
tleman will go back and look at the records of this 
House, and see when the Congress of the United 
States refused to give to his new State a territorial 
government after its organization in 1848—refused 
to give it the protection and benefit of our laws 
and government—and a proposition was brought 
here, sir, to send the tax-collector among that 
people, and levy taxes upon them, and make them 
pay tribute to a Government which denied them 
its protection and laws, he will find one individual 
—the one who now addresses you, sir, and who 
is a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means—who voted against sending the tax-col- 
lector to his people without first giving them the 
benefit of the laws and government under which we | 
claime dthat that people belonged to. Now, sir, I | 
Say again, that if hin bill is right, I do not rox | 


judge it. If it is right—if this money was collect- | 








At the head, and || 


Everybody understands || 


| and jurisdiction. 
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ed before they had the benefit of our laws—they 
should have the benefit of the money. The 


| Committee of Ways and Means is the appropri- 
| ate committee, in my opinion, for it, and not the 
| Committee on Military Affairs. 


I hope, sir, that 


| the House will do with it what they may think, in 
| their judgment, is right. 


I would merely ask for 
the reading of the rule defining what sort of juris- 


| diction the Committee on Military Affairs shall 
| have, and what the Committee of Ways and 


Means. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The very extraordinary 
course taken by the gentleman from California, 
and the unfounded and extraordinary remarks he 
has made with reference to myself, require that I 
should say a word upon the subject. I do not in- 
tend to give to it at present Qat a moment’s con- 
sideration. The gentleman fromeCalifornia is, no 
doubi, well informed upon the matters coming 
before him, and under his peculiar management 
I do not pretend to deny to him 
transcendent abilities, peculiar knowledge, and a 
mind calculated to grapple with all subjects. And 
while he has, no doubt, his proper share of liber- 
ality, would it not have been wel! for him to have 


| informed himself more correctly before he ad- 


vanced any objection to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, or any of its members, and before he 
thus wantonly assailed, without, I apprehend, the 
least foundation in fact, the chairman and other 
members of that committee? I undertake to say 
that his declarations, as far as I am concerned, 
are gratuitous and unjust. From what, sir, does 
he judge of my course upon that subject? Does 
he know that | have prejudged his bill? And has 


| he any reason for saying that I have such opimions 
| of economy that I am unwilling to vote appro- 


priations for anything, or give countenance to 
any proposition, that will draw money from the 
Treasury, however just the demand upon that 


| Treasury? Sir, | was not in the last Congress. 





I presume the gentleman has not consulted my 
votes while [ had the honor, formerly, of a seat 
here ; and if he has, then he is more 1m fault, be- 
cause my votes show, through the whole course 
of my legislative career here, that I voted for 
most of the propositions for appropriations that 
were deemed by the majority of the Committee 
of Ways and Means as necessary and right to 
the proper administration of the Goyernment. 
Has he consulted the Journals thereof? I had the 


honor of being a member of the Committee of 


Ways and Means for several years, during the 
time I was a member of this House; and although 
I have been regarded as strict in my opinions of 
economy, | have never yet found any one who 


has been willing to hazard the expression, (for it 


| is a hazard,) that I would prejudge a proposition 


of this character, or any other. 

Mr. Speaker, the centleman from California 
probably did not weigh the import of the lan- 

ave he used. He ought to know, if he does 

t, that we are here acting under the same solemn 
injunctions that-are resting upon him. We have 
our duties to discharge to the country, and it 
ought to be presumed, at least, that we are as 
willing to discharge these duties as the gentleman 
himself; and if he had exercised that charity 
which he would wish others to exercise towards 
him, he would never have committed the blunder 


| of making the unfounded and gratuitous attack 


upon the Committee of Ways and Means that 
he has made. Mr. Speaker, | am satisfied that 


the appropriate committee for the investigation of 


the bill presented by the gentleman from Califor- 
nia, is the Committee of Ways and Means. 

I have no desire, as one of the members of that 
committee, to have charge of the bill. If the bill 
should be committed to the Commuttee of Ways and 


Means, so far as my action is concerned, as one of 


that committee, I will give it the same careful and 
candid investigation which I intend to give to all 


| other proposittons that may come before that com- 


mittee. I would examine into its merits, and if I 
supposed it had merits sufficient to entitle it to the 
favorable consideration of the committee and the 
House, I would give it my sanction; vtherwise, I 
would not. And upon the subject of appropriation, 
allow me to say here, for myself, as defining the 
position I occupy, and the course I mean to pursue 
upon that subject—that I ihtend, as far as my 
action goes asa member of that committee and 
this House, to give tothe Administration in power 
fair and liberal appropriations to. carry on this 





wise 


Government. Beyond that I do not imtend to 
go. 

Ido not prejudge the estimates from the De- 

partments. I do not pretend tosay whether they 
are large, or whether they are small, When they 
come properly before me | will judge of them; 
but, as a general rue formy conduct as acmember 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and a mem- 
ber of this House, | intend, as I before said, to give 
the Administration in power fair and liberal appro- 
priations to carry on the Government. I intend to 
ass, according to the best judgment I have, upon 
all bills that it may be the pleasure of the House to 
submit to that committee. It may,and 1 have no 
doubt will be the case, that [ shall be found against 
some of the bills that will come before the com- 
mittee. ‘That is the case with members upon all 
committees. Every member must, at times, meet 
with disappointment in not getting his bills through 
the committees and the House. It is natural. We 
do not all view the merits of a bill alike. We 
differ in opinion upon the subjects involved, and 
it is natural that it should be so. While I have said 
thus much, and while I have declared here in my 
place that I will give my support to appropriations 
which Ll consider fair and liberal for the Govern- 
ment, I will not be found amongst those who are 
disposed—and I hope there may be none in this 
Congress—to waste and squanderthe public money. 
I regret exceedingly the remarks of the gentleman 
from California, [Mr.Marsuaus,} which made it 
necessary for me to say a word. ‘They were so 
unjust, and so unfounded in fact, it was due to 
myself that I should say what I have said. 

Mr. HIBBARD obtained the floor; but gave 
way to 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California, who said: I 
am surprised, Mr. Speaker, at the sterm that 
seems to be raised around me for a few sue@res- 
tions I felt myself obliged to throw out. 1 econ- 
ceived that the Committee of Ways and Means 
would have felt itself preéminently flattered at what 

I said. I found their character, for economy, pr 


vailing so universally here, that I thought it waa a 
thing at which they had aimed all their political 
life. [meant it as a compliment, though tt did 
not suit me exactly: and I thought when the charge 
made by me against them found its way into the 
papers, and went to their constituents, that their 
political fortunes would be made forever. | Laugh- 
ter.| Well, I did not mean to prefer against them 
any very grave charge. I did not mean anything 
that ought to oceasion feelings of resentment, when 
I said that this bill, and all bills of this character, 


would be prejudged in that committee. 1 have no 
doubt these ventiemen will, in the spirit of a Cal- 


his billa fair hearine, as 


ifornia committee, give t 
they say—just as our committees do give a fellow 
a fair trial, and then hang him. [Lauehter.} He 
will have art admirably fair trial; but this is a bill 
in which I take an interest. It is a just and fair 
bill. It provides for the refunding of a sum éf 
money to which California ts entitled, ifany coun- 
try upon earth had a right to any money. Re- 
funding is a proverbially difficult operation in the 
Conecress of the United States. It is a matter of 
peculiar difficulty to get money paid back after it 
has once passed into the cotfers of the United 
States, as this has done. I say, therefore, the hill 
labors under peculiar difficulties, and | have been 
obliged to say all this, and do all I have done. I 
felt 1 was obliged to do it in justice to my con- 
stituents, because | knew, if in addition to the dif- 
ficulties that beset it naturally and necessarily, itis 
referred to the aforesaid Committee of Ways gpd 
Means, that it was a gone bill. I know that;and I 
therefore do urze the reference of this bill to that 
committee which is equally as appropriate as the 
Committee of Waysand Means. Such referenc@s 
not without example—without precedents m the 
history of this very body. Mr. Clay made his cel- 
ebrated report upon the public lands from the 
Committee on Manufectures, to which it was re- 
ferred. Everybody recollects that. I say there is 
nothing inappropriate—no violation of rules in the 
reference which I wish to make to the Military 
Committee, as it is the only one which will have 
the collateral information necessary to a fair in- 
vestigation, and a correct report. I do therefore 
urge its reference to the Military Committee, and 
not to the other. The object of the bill might 
have been gathered from its title. It ie this: It is 
to repay "to the State of California the money 
which was collected under the military oceupation 

























































































































_.. oii 


of that country, at a time when she had no benefit | 
from the laws of the United States, and at a time’ 


when she had no representative in any legislative 
body, thus involving the very principle of the rev- 
olutionary war-—taxation without representation. 
It is perfectly just that the refunding should be 
made, and it ismoney, moreover, our young State 
wants. I hope the House will consider the ne- 
ceasity of the Military Committee hating this bill, 
because it was under military occupation that the 
funds were collected; that military oflicers were 
the agents by which it was collected; and that that 
committee will alone be in possession of the in- 
formation that is necessary to the proper under- 
standing of the bill. 

I have not the time nor the disposition to hunt 
up the Journals of this House, though I have 
looked at them some time azo, to establish and to 
prove the reputation which I charged upon those 
gentlemen—whether itis a creditable one to them or 
not—bue I do not believe that the Journals of this 
House will show any one single, solitary instance 
of an appropriation out of the ordinary appropria- 
tions necessary to sustain the Government, and 
perfectly in the routime of their duty, having been 
supported by either of those gentlemen. I think 
not. 
any. Their reputation is general, as I have stated 
it. Ithas come tome everywhere. Whisperings 
have been made by members from bench to bench 
all around the Hall, that Jones and Houston are 
celebrated for that quality. 

Several Members. r! 

Mr. MARSHALL. Now, I do not mean to 
charge itasa bad quality. Economy is admirable 
in its place. I do not state it asacrime. Ido 
hope the bill will be referred to the other commit- 
tee, and taken away from that. I have felt obliged 
to say this much thus early in the session. I may 
possibly have to suggest the same thing in other 
cases. I rely upon the generosity of the Louse to 
give the bill at least a chance. ; 

Mr. HIBBARD. I have but a word to say, 
and it is not with a view to vindicate myself, or 
any other member of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, from the remarks made by the centle- 
man from California, [Mr. Marsmaut .] 1 took 
no offence at them; I take none; but perhaps they 
were superfluous. If I have any objection at all 
to what the gentleman has said, it is that he did 
not do me the high compliment of-including me, 
though an humble member of that committee, in 
his remarks. The gentleman says he deems the 
bill 'is prejudged—that it is sure to be defeated if it 
goes before the Committee of Ways and Means. 


**Order!’’ ‘* Order !”’ 


I have no such opinion to express; but his firm 
conviction of the future fate of this bill has seemed 
to me to indicate in his own opinion that there is 
or may be something ** rotten in Denmark.’? My 
mind is not in this way made up. Asa member 
of the committee, of course my mind is open, as I 
suppose is that of the other gentlemen, to a fair 
consideration of that bill upon its merits. Nor 
have we, so far as I know, any wish that the 
House would impose duties upon us that do not 
belong to us. Nor have I any objection, if this 
House choose, with a full and fair understanding 
of the matter, to take from them this duty, or any 
other of the onerous duties which devolve upon 
the Committee of Ways and Means; but I wish 
to object to this understanding, because a prece- 
dent may be set in this matter. I suppose this bill 
ought to, and I wish it to, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, because I think it is 

sar, beyond all doubt, that it belongs to that 
committee. What isit,sir? Thecentleman states 
it to be a bill respecting a part of the revenue of 
the Government—a part of the money that is now 
the revenue of the Government. It proposes to 
take from the Treasury of the United States a 
certain sum—several hundred thousand dollars— 
and refund it to the State of California. It was 
money collected as revenue, if I understand the 
bill arieht, in California before it was a State, or- 
ganized in its present form. This is a bill touch- 


I may be mistaken; but I do not know of 


ing the revenue—touching the means of the Gov- | 


ernment to that extent. 


and plainly belongs to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and to none other. 


en but if this preeedent—this example—is to |) 


ye set, let it be done with a fair understanding of 
the question. 7 


J propose only to read the first clause of the 


Itis a matter that clearly | 


The House have |} 
power to send itelsewhere. They can doitif they | 


| 


| 
| 
\ 
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78th rule, defining the duties of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and the 91st rule, defining the 
duties of the Committee on Military Affairs. The 
firat clause of the 78th rule provides, ‘*that it shall 
‘be the duty of the Committee of Waysand Means 
‘to take into consideration all such reports of the 
‘Treasury Department, and all such propositions 
‘ relativeio the revenue, as may be referred to them 
‘by the House; to inquire into tlre state of the 
public debt or thre revenue, and of the expenditure; 
and to rep ort, from time to time, the 


‘ ir opinion there- 


on; to examine into the state of the several public 
departments, and parucularly into the laws making 


‘ 


appropriations of money, and to report whether 
the moneys have been disbursed conformably with 
such laws; and also to report, from time to time, 
such provisions.and arrangements as may be 
. necessary to adc to the economy of the depart- 
ments, and the accountability of their officers.”’ 
The Yist rule provides ** that it shall be the duty 
of the Committee on Military Affairs to take into 
consideration all subjects relating to the military 
establishment and public defence which may be 
‘referred to them by the House, and to report their 


; } ° me ¢ 1 ala, “py 
‘opinion thereupon, and also to 1 


‘ 
‘ 


rt, from time 
to time, such measures as may contri! 
omy i 
ment.”’ 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
tion of order. 
rule. 
The 
66 133.— 
shall he 
House.’ 
Mr. S. 


ute to econ- 
=a ae lyake , ] ao, bh aael 

nd accountability in the sa.:d_ establish- 
I rise to a ques- 
I call for the reading of the 133d 


7 +3 7 1} 
Litneruiec, aS IOlLlIOWS: 


Clerk read 
All proceedings 


touching appropriations of money 
first discussed 


in a Committee of the Whole 
The question of order I raise is, that 
this debate is altog 

Mr. Je INES, of Tenne ssee. The question was 
upon the propriety of the reference of the bill. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I raise the peint that no 
debate is now in order. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I move the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Briacs] moves the previous question. 


1 2 7 
ether out of order. 


» 
\ 
» 


The previous question, if sustained, will bring the 
House to a vote first on the proposition to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
if that does not prevail, then upon its reference to 
ethe Committee of Ways and Means. 

ly : ‘e . } . “ 

he previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the question; which were ordered. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion was agreed to; and 

~“" . 

The House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

By Mr. FREEMAN: A bill granting to the State of Mis- 
sissippi the right of way anda donation of public land for 
the purpose of locating and cefstructing a railroad from 
Brandon to the eastern border of gaid State, in the direction 
of Montgomery, Alabama. 

Also, a bill granting lands to the State of Mississippigfor 
the purpose of improving the navigation of the Pearl, Big 
Black, and Yazoo rivers, in said Staté of Mississippi. 


By Mr. TUCK: A bill to provide for the ascertainment | 


+ and satisfaction of the claims of American citizens for spo- 
liations committed by the French prior to the 3lst day of 
July, A. D. 1801. 

By Mr. EASTMAN: A bill granting the right of way and 
making a donation of land in aid of the construction of a 
railroad in the State of Wisconsin, from the northern line 
of the State of Lilinois to Lake Superior. 

Also, a bill granting certain lands in the State of Wiscon- 
sin, in aid of the construction of a plank road from the Wis- 
eonsin river to the mouth of Willow river on Lake 8St. 

» Croix. 

Also, a bill granting certain landsin the State of Wiscon- 
sin for the purpose of improving the navigation of Black 
river. ° 

ty Mr. DOTY: A bill to establish the collection district 
of Wisconsin, and declaring Green Bay a port of entry. 

Also, a bill to provide for the protection of commerce on 
Lake Michigan, within the State of Wisconsin. 

Also, a bill to establish an Agricultural Bureau in the 
Department of the Interior. 

By Mr. HENN: A bill to continue half pay to certain 

| widows and orphans. 

Also, a bill to relinquish to the Stat® of Iowa the land 
reserved for salt springs therein. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions Kc., were presented under the | 


rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Seneca W. Ely, 
present receiver of public moneys at Chilicothe, Ohio ; John 
‘Hough, late receiver atthe same place; Anthony Walke, 

resent register of the land office, and Thomas J. Winship, 
fate register ut Chilicothe, praying Congress to allow the 
same compensation to land officers for their services in case 


| and Wesley, to Franklin, Venango county. 
| ef each land warrant already located, or hereafter to be || 


located, as is at present allowed fer a cash 
quantity of land. . 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of C. ¢. Sadler & 
Co., Scull & Thompson, and other merchants of Philage| 
phia, asking for appropriations for erecting piers and €nn. 
structing harbors in the river Delaware. - 

By Mr. SIBLEY: Papers relating to the claim 
Mozean, praying to be refunded certain moneys iy 
paid out by the commissioners of the United St 
the Sioux treaty of 1837. 

Also, the petition of John Davis fora pension and 
allowance of bounty land. 

Also, tmemorial to Congress in favor of a pré 
right to James K. Paul, on the Ontonagon river 
Superior. 

Also, the petition of the people of Minnesota Terr; 
for an appropriation to continue the construction of ¢ 
roads therein, and also for an appropriation to complet 
capital buildings therein. 

By Mr. HENN: The petition of A. D. Jones and: 
ers, citizens of Madison county, lowa, asking for the 
tablishiment of a mail reute from Oskaloosa, via Kno 
Indianola, and St. Charles, to Winterset. 

By Mr. CABELL, of Florida: The memorials of Cap 
tain William Biake’s company of Florida volunteers. 
Captain Phillips’s company of Florida volunteers; Cay’ 
tain John G. Smith’s company of Florida volunteers 
Captain Joseph Hale’s company of Florida volunteers: 
Captain George FE. MeClellan’s company of Florida volyy. 
teers, and Captains Bush's, Price’s, and Suwarrer’s com 
panies of Florida volunteers. - 
Also, the memorial of the Jacksonville and Alligator 
Plank Road Company. =" 

Also, the memoriai of the Florida and Geprgia Raiiroag 
Company. 

Also, the memorials of Augustus Steele, Alexander War 
Jeremial: Wingate, Bulon’s heirs, Giles U. Elis, ana 
Samuel Clarke. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The memorial of William B. Binge. 
ley and wife, asking compeusation for lands sold to the 
United States as a site for the dry dock at Gosport. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Harriet Saunders, administra- 
trix of Captain Williain Davis, praying compensation for 
the services, and reimbursament of the expenditures, of said 
Davis, whilst in command of the United States transport 
schooner Eufala. 

Also, the petition of James Lewis, asking compensation 
or attendance as a witness on the district court of ty 
United States. 

Also, the petition of Major C. H. Fitzgerald, United State 
Army, praying to be relieved from fiability on account of 
the loss of #2,000 of the public funds. 

By Mr. BISSELL: The petition of Silas Noble and oth 
ers, present and late officers of the land office at Dixon, 
Iiinois, praying for compensation for locating military land 
warrants. 

By Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE: The petition of C. A. 
Passavant and others, for the alteration of certain mail routes 
so as to contorm to the route of a plank road now in process 
of construction between the city of Pittsburg and the town 
of Franklin, in Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition of Thomas H. Baird, of Pennsylvania, 
for balance alleged to be due to Dr. Absalom Baird, ior 
commutation of half pay, &e. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of George Eliott, for- 
merly of Kentucky, now of Franklin county, Missouri, 
a soldier of the war of 1812, who was wounded and disabled 
while in the discharge of his duty at the battle of Fort 
Meigs, on the 5th of May, 1813—asking Congress for arrears 
of pension. 

Also, a petition for the relief of Elizabeth Prewitt, widow 
of Robert Prewitt, deceased, of Lincoln county, Missour 
in regard to services rendered by her deceased husband 
under a certain mail contract. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Gladney, of Lincoln county, 
Missouri, asking Congress to release to him any title the 
United States may have in a certain tract of lan@® in said 
county. 

Alsg, the petition of James W. Campbell, for relief in 
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| regard to the supposed entry of certain lands at the United 


States land office at Palmyra, Missouri, some years since ; 
which Jands he had lest by the failure of duty of the 
register of said land office. 

Also, the memorial of the General Assembly of Missouri, 
asking Congress to make a grant of land to aid in the con 
struction of a railroad through northern Missonri, from the 
city of St. Charles to the northern boundary of said State. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Thomas L. Franks, 
and the administrator of Louis Grignon, for compensation 
for supplies furnished the troops of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the register and receiver of the land 
office at Willow river, for compensation for extra services 
for land warrant entries. fs 

By Mr. FULLER, of Maine, the petition of William 
Wetherlee and others, citizens of Castine, Maine, mer 
chants and ship owners, praying for the ¢rection of 4 
monument on Steel’s Ledge, so called, in Penobscot Bay - 

By Mr. DIMMICK: The petition of Thomas Sletor and 
180 other persons, of Northampton county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for a modification of the bounty land law of Sep 
teniber 28th, 1850, so as to increase the allowance of Jan i 
granted to the persons mentioned in said law, and make i 
equal to thatgranted to the soldiers in the war with Mexico. 

Also, the petition of divers officers and soldiers of the 
warof 1819, praying fora like modification of the act of 25th 
September 1859, and an increased allowance of land to be 
granted to the persons mentioned in said law, equal to that 
granted to the soldiers in the war with Mexieo. 

By Mr. MURRAY: The petition of the assistant mer 
shals of Sullivan county, New York, praying for addi- 
tional compensation for taking the Seventh Census. 

By Mr. JOHN W. HOWE: Thepetition of Robert Allen 
and others, citizens of Butler county, Pennsylvania, pray ins 
Congress to establish a post road from the city of I ittsburg, 
via Alleghany city, Perrysville, Wexford, Zetienople, 
Harmony, Whitestown, Prospect, Centreville, Harrisville, 


On motion by Mr. KING, of New York, the petition and 
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papers of Sylvanus Burnham were referred to the Commit- 
teeon Invalid Pensions. 

\Iso, the petition and papers of Zacharia Barber were 
referred to the Cemmittee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
\lso, the petition of Samuel Drew, asking interest on 
y due to hiin as a soldier in the war of I812. 
Mr. BRAGG withdrew from the files the petition of the 
heirs of Semoice, and referred the same to the Committee 
ou Private Land Claims. 


pa 


IN SENATE. i 
Tuespay, December 16, 1851. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burverk. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of State, showing 
the amount expended from the appropriation for 
the expenses of the agent of the Sublime Porte, 
and the balance remaining in the Treasury; which 
was read. 
Ordered, Thatit be referred to the Committee on Finance 
and printed. 
IOWA ON THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Mr. President, it is 
with feelings of gratification and pride that I pre- 
sent to the Senate certain resolutions, which were 
adopted by the Legislature of lowa on the 25th 
of January last, but which did not reach-me until 
after the adjournment of the last session of Con- 
eress. I regard these resolutions as speaking the 
true American sentiment upon the question of sla- 
very, and the rights and duties of our people under 


the Constitution and laws of the land. But to me, || 


Mr. President, they afford an additional gratifica- 
tion, which is, that they are in sentiment an ap- 
proval of the course of my colleague and myself 
upon that series of measures known as the ‘*Com- 
romi We were the only Senators from any 
of the free States who were not instructed to vote 
for the Wilmot proviso, and its kindred abolition 
doctrines. Left to our own judgment, we gave a | 
cordial and unwavering support to each and every | 
one of those measures, believing, as I then did 
and now do, that we voted on the side of our coun- 
try, and for its future welfare and prosperity. 

‘These resolutions, I am very certain, reflect the 
sentiments of the Democratic party of Lowa, and 
a small portion of the Whigs of that State. The 
democracy of lowa never adopted the Wilmot pro- 
viso in any State or even county convention, 
and their whole course through that period of fa- 
natical excitement was such as, inmy humble judg- 
ment, to commend’ itself to every lover of the 
Union. I wish I could say as much for my polit- 
ical opponents in that State, who, through their 
county and State conventions, and presidential 
electors, all declared for that proviso, and strove 
for its adoption, notwithstanding the attitude as- 
sutned by every Southern State upon that question. 
And it is due to truth further to say, that some of 
these designing and fanatical Whig politicians, 
who #ove to introduce the poisonous ingredients 
of Abolitionism and Free-Soilism into the Legitsla- 
ture of our State, and voted in that body to instruct 
their Senators here to go for the Wilmot proviso, 
have been rewarded by this Administration by 
appointment to some of the most responsible and 
lucrative offices in that State, and that, too, after 
the President and the department (Interior) had 
been notified, verbally and in writing, as well as 
by reference to the journals of the Legislature, (to 
which they had access,) of the obnoxious proceed- 
ings of those to whom they deemed it proper to 
extend their favorand patronage. These attempts 
of the Administration to keep in favor with that 
class of politicians in lowa and in other North- 
ern States, are, doubtless, unknown to my distin- 
guished friend, [Mr. Foorr,] who has, within the 
past week, been so complimentary to those who 
now administer the General Government. 

Mr. President, there are, in my opinion, other 
acts of gross violation of public duty upon the 
part of this Administration. I allude, sir, to their 
course towards the people of our country in not 
seeing that their rights were protected, and the laws 
and treaty stipulations for their benefit fully en- 
forced. Their management of our foreign relations 


3 
yromise. 


calls condemnation at the hands of other members | 


of this body, who are more competent to the task, 
and who, I hope, will, at the proper time, do so. 

am sure our honorable friend from Mississippi 
(Mr. Foorg] would, were he permitted to remain 
with us during the residue of this session. The 
public press—Democratic I mean, not Whig—as 


HE CON 


a 


| vindictive cruelty to Thrasher,—not to speak 


well as the people everywhere, North and South, | 









public meetings and otherwise, have spoken in 


a ef rebuke not to be misunderstood, and it 


appears to me to be the duty ofthis body, partieu- 
larly, to hold up such acts of gross dereliction of 
duty to the scorn of the world. . Among these are 
to be enumerated the insults offered to our flag, in 
the firing into the Falcon; the arrest of the Prome- 
theus; the merciless and inhuman butchery of 
fifty untried, unarmed, American youths; ‘the 
Anglo-Franco guard-a-costa of Cuba;’’ and the 
of the 
transportation, to the dungeons of Spain, of the one 
hundred’ and fifty American citizens who, like 
Thrasher, were condemned upon a mock trial, 
thereby adding insult to injury. 

| move that the resolution be printed, and laid 


| on the table. 


The motion was agreed to. 
MEMORIALS. 
Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of Eliza C. 
Bache, widow of George M. Bache, a lieutenant 


,in the Navy, praying that she may receive the 


same amount that was paid to the widows of those 

otlicers who were lost in the brig which 

was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the citi- 


zens of San Diego, California, protesting against 


pomers; 


| the change proposed to be made in the contract 


with the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, by the 


| substitution of a coasting steamer; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of officers of the revenue ser- 
vice stationed in California, praying an increase of 
pay; which was referred to the Commitiee on 
ignance. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Hill and sons, pray- 
ing compensation for horses and mules stolen 
by the Indians in California; which was referred 
to tne Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of James R. Browning, pray- 
ing indemnity for property stolen and destroyed 
in California during the war with Mexico; 
was referred to the Committee on Military 

Also, the memorial of James C. Cushing and 
others, representing that they have discovered a 
pass through the greater range of the Sierra Ne- 
vada, and proposing to open a wagon-road upon 
certain conditions; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented the memorial 
H. Duff, praying compensation for services in 
seizing spirituous liquors under an order 
eral Taylor, during the war with Mexico; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial of offi- 
cers of the Army serving in New Mexico, pray- 
ing that they may be placed on the same footin 
regard to pay as the troops serving in California; 

Committee on Military 





of S. 


of Wen- 


which was referred to the 
Affairs. 

| Mr. SHIELDS. I present the memorial of José 
Maria Jarero, a citizen of Mexico, praying the 
payment of a claim of an American citizen against 
the Government of Mexico, which was received 
by said Jarero in payment of a debt. He rey 
sents himself to be a citizen of Mexico, and a 
General in the Mexican service. 

Mr. S. As 1 desire to have this memorial referred 
to the Committee of Claims, I should like to have 
the attention of the chairman of that committee 
for a moment. The memorialist that 
previous to the war he procured, in payment of 
a debt, a claim against the Mexican Republic; 
that this claim was for arms and munitions of 
war purchased by the Mexican Minister for his 
Government. He further states that the claim 
was established in the courts of Mexico, and 
admitted by the Mexican Government; that after 
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo the Mexican 
Congress decreed that it was one of the claims to 
be paid out of the three millions and a quarter 
which was set apart by the treaty for that pur- 
ose; that*upon the application of the Mexican 


re- 


States, 


Minister, the claim was submitted to the Board of 
Commissioners for their decision; that the decis- 
ion of the Board was adverse, on the ground that 
it was not an American claim at the date of the 
Now this isthe 
| point to which I particularly request the attention 
of the chairman of that committee, as well as of 

such of the members as may be present in the 
It was considered a valid American claim 
| in its origin and character; but having passed into 


\| treaty, being held by a Mexican. 


Senate. 
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the hands of a Mexican previous™to the ‘date of 
the treaty, and being in his hands at the date of 
that instrament, it ceased to bean American claim, 
and consequently became a Mexicam claim, and 
was, therefore, not provided for by the treaty. It 
should also be observed that the treaty makes the 
decision of the Board of Commissioners final; and 


that, consequently, this memorialist has no redress 
exce pt by applic ition to ¢ rress, 

He states, still further, that there are $45,000 of 
the residue of the three milli: id a quarter still 
unexpended, and that the Government of hie coun- 
try have requested that this am t should be ap- 
plied to the } ivment of this debt. l in ber to 
state t! itthecom issioners decided that this clam 
was & just one, a id that it was Ameri 1 in ¥. 
origin, American in its character ut that having 
been assicyed to a Mexican at the date of the 
treaty, it ceased to be American and became Mex- 
ican; whereas, the petitioner shows most conela- 
sively that this decision is not within the spirit 
and meaning ¢ d equity of ‘ 

l move he m . 4 the 
companyn documents, be re to t) ( : 
ma ee of \ . 

i mm ion W is arreed to 

Mr. WADE pr 1 they of Priscilla 
Cc Simonds, pravin com lion for the elfects 
ot h son, Moses H. Simone v » died in ser 
vice, which were taken p asion of by his su 
perior officer and lost; which was referred to the 
Commitiee of Claim 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Gridley 
Bryant, proposing to enter i , contract with the 
Crovernment for the erect 1 of a permanent light- 
house on Minot’s Ledge, in Massachusetts bay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


netition of 


Mr. BRADBURY presented the 


Isaac Lilly, praying compensation for & ve land 
‘ ; . 

careo st d and sold by an agent of the Govern 

ment, under the erroneous pretext of her having 


on board timber cut from the 
United States: whi 


tee on the Judiciary. 


ive-oak land of the 


h was referred to the Commit- 





Mr. FISH presented the memorial of E. Paven 

itand Fk. A. Schumacher; pra the return of 
duties paid on goods which were sea; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BRADBURY Ly ent a memorial of 
William TT’. Johnson and others, publishers of 
newspapers in Maine. praying an alteration in the 
rat 3 of news aper posta re. ° 


l am requested to call the particular attention of 
the Committee on the Post Office and P: Roads 
to a de int ypres¢ Dp rela The p 
tio ! do not, by any means, ask to do aWaVv 
with the system esta ylishe 1 vy iAWw du "Lng the iast 
sessien of Congress, but desire that a defect In 
that law m ! [he ne forth that 
they are the publishers of newspapers which are 
devoted to the publication, in an extended form, 
of the details of legislative proceedings and de- 
bates; that their circulation is largely dependent 
upon members of the Legislature, who purchase 





their papers in quantities from time to time for 
distribution amor their ¢ tuent that the 
} resent postage aw, estat u a hich rate upon 
transient newspaper Mi Tf ring their pr pay 

ment, operates very injuriously against that part 
of their eirculation which is thus derived from 
members of the Legislature; and that their paper 
is thus prevented from having as fulla distribution 
as it would have were this r tl law some- 
what modified. Undoubt embers of the 
Legislatures of other States wert imilarly ituated, 


11 p ‘ . , 
ipuspers of OtLnNer pave 


as well as the pr 

The memorialists believe that the existing rates 
of postage established in regard to papers sent 
y sufficient, and they 
respect, the law may be 


dé quately 


in this 


from their office are 
therefore ask that, 
modified. 

I more to refer the memorial to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The memorial was so referred. 

Mr. SEBASFLAN presented a petition of the 
late and present land officers at Batesville, A rkan- 
sas, praying compensation for services in entering 
lands under bounty land warrants. A bil! having 
been reported, it was 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Samuel 
Spalding, praying arrears of pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
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Also, the petition of Jacob Young, praying to 
be ullowed a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


Also, a memorial of citizens of Washington, | 
praying an appropriation for the erection of an | 


equestrian statue of Washington under the reso- 
lution of Congress of 1783; which was referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented resolutions adopt- 
ed at a meeting of citizens of Westfield, Indiana, 
recommending that the sale of the public lands be 
discontinued, and that they be granted in limited 
quantities to the citizens of the United States with 
dumilies; which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. ; 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
Isaac Bush, John Price, and Thomas Suarez, 
praying compensation for themselves and the offi- 
cers and men under their command during the 
Seminole war in Florida; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate 
relating to the claim of B. Juan Domereq, a Spanish sub- 
ject, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of G. Thomas Howard, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. CLARKE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Samuel Crapin, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of L. E. L. A. Lawson, 
heir of General Eleazer W. Ripley, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Phebe Glover, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. DAVIS gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Charles 
A. Kellet. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Enoch Baldwin. 

Mr. FELCH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to revise and continue in 
force for a limited time the provisions of an act 
relative to suspended entries of public land. 

Also, a bill to authorize the State of Lllinois to 
select the balance of the lands to which she is en- 
titled under the act of 2d March, 1827, granting 
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was referred the bill to extend the time for selegt- 
ing lands granted to the State of Michigan 
saline purposes, reported it without amendment. 


SEVENTH CENSUS. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the joint resolution in 


relation to printing the Seventh Census, reported | 


it without amendment, as follows: 


Be it resolved, §c., That the Joint Committee on Printing | 
be directed to contract with Donaldson & Armstrong for | 


| printing the census returns, upon such terms as they may 


deem reasonable, 


Mr. BRIGHT asked that the resolution might | 


be considered at this time. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Let it lie over. 


The resolution was passed over accordingly. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


to receive and keep the public moneys, under the 


15th section of the act of August 6, 1846, for the || 
additional services required under that act; which | 
was read a first and second time by its title, and | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. DOWNS, agreeably to previous notice, | 


asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of William Darley; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and considered as in 


| Committee of the Whole. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 


Ordered, That the further consideration thereof~be post- 
poned to Monday next, and be the special order of that 
day. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, agreeably to previous mo- 


| tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to 


| provide for the repair and improvement of the dam 
at the head of Cumberland Island, in the Ohio || 
| river; which was read a first and second time by 


its title, and considered as in Committee of the 


W hole. 
On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was 


Ordered, That it lie on the table. 
Mr. BRIGHT, agreeably to previous notice, 


| asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to provide 


more effectually for overcoming the obstructions 


to the navigation of the Ohio river at the falls || 
| thereof; which was read a first and second time || 


| by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
| Roads and Canals. 


lands to atd that State in opening a canal to con- || 


nect the waters of the Illinois river with those of 
Lake Michigan. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of his inten- 
tion to ask leave to introduce a bill to extinguish 
the individual stock in the Louisville and Portland 
Canal, in order to make the navigation free and 
to enlarge it. 

Mr. JAMES gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a joint resolution authorizing 
the President of the United States to appoint a com- 
mittee of practical scientific men, to make a series 
of practical experiments for the purpose of ascer- 
taining if possible the cause or causes of the ex- 
plosion of steam boilers. 


PRIVATE CLAIMS. 

Mr. PRATT submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That after the first day of January next, Fri- 
days of each week shall be set aside for the consideration 
of private claims, and that on those days private bills have 
priority over all other business. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition, reported 
a bill authorizing Victor Morass to relinquish cer- 
tain lands, and to enter the, same quantity else- 
where; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

He submitted a report on the subject, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was 


referred the bill for the relief of Charles Melrose, I 


reported it without amendment. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, agreeably to previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill 


| to grant to the city of Burlington, in lowa, the 
| land heretofore reserved between that eity and the 


at river; which was read a first and sec- | 


| tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to | 


ond time by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr. BRADBURY, agreeably to previous no- 


provide for the ascertainment and satisfactions of 


claims of American citizens for spoliations com- 


mitted by the French prior to’ 3lst July, 1851; | 


which was read a first and second time by its 
title, z 
On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, it was 


Ordered, That it be referred to a select committee con- 
sisting of five members, to be appointed by the President. 


Mr. Brapsury, Mr. Smirnu, Mr. Brieur, Mr. | 


Downs, and Mr. Fetcu were appointed the com- 


| mittee. 


| duty on Spanish vessels; 


TONNAGE DUTIES. 

Mr. MALLORY, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to re- 
peal the act entitled ‘* An act concerning tonnage 
’*> which was read a first 


| and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


CALIFORNIA BRANCH MINT. 
The engrossed bill to establish a branch of the 


Mint of the United States in California, was read 


He also submitted a report-on the subject, which || 


was ordered to be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to which || day. The fesolution proposes the appointment of 


was referred the bill to extend the time for select- 


ing lands granted to the State of Wisconsin for | 


saline purposes, reported it with amendments. 
He also, from the same committee, to which 


| 
} 


the third time and passed. 


WELCOME TO KOSSUTH. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I move to take up a resolu- 
tion which I moved to lay on the table the other 


a committee of three to introduce Louis Kossuth 
to the Senate. I presume that, after what has taken 
place, both here and in the other House, there 
will now be no opposition to the resolution. — 








2 re 
| Mr. PRATT. I should like to have t ei 
| tion read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appoint : 
| Chair to wait upon Louis Kossuth, Governor of fan the 
and introduce him to the Senate. gary, 


Mr. GWIN. I would’be much gratified i¢ 1) 
Senator from Illinois would withdraw his “ 
for a few moments, so as to permit a bill to 
athird time. I feel pretty well assured that ther 
will be debate on the resolution of the Senator Sees 
Illinois—the Senator from Wisconsin amonent 
others will debate it—and it will not take in 
minute to have the bill I have mentioned reaq : 
third time. If there were not likely to be debate 
on this resolution I would not ask the Senator to 
give way. 


he resoly. 


motion 
be read 


|| Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to call up this resoly. 

Mr. HUNTER, agreeably to previous notice, | 

_ asked and obtained léave to bring in a bill to pro- 
vide for the compensation of such persons as may | 
be designated by the Secretary of the Treasury | 


tion because I think that under existing circum. 
stances it should now be acted upon. If itis likely 
to create any debate it can be laid over. But after 
the action that has already been had upon the 
subject I cannot imagine that it will generate de. 
bate. I think the question has been as much 
debated already as is desirable, and I am also in- 
clined to believe that the Senate generally coycur . 
in that opinion. 
Mr. BADGER. It seems to me that the ques. 
tion with regard to this resolution occupies a dif- 
| ferent position from that which it occupied on the 
joint resolution. I entertain now precisely the 
_ same opinions which I entertained prior to the pas- 
| sage of that resolution—opinions which [ haye 
_ already expressed to the Senate. But, by an un- 
| common unanimity in both branches of Congress, 
| Kossuth has been recognized as the guest of the 
' nation. This has been done no doubt upon the 
| supposition that the joint resolution would be 
| approved by the President of the United States, ef 
which there can be no doubt; and the question 
| now is, Being, by the action of the constituted 
authorities, such guest of the nation, is it proper 
that this resolution should be taken up and passed? 
That point being settled I shall make no vexatious 
| opposition to-the proceeding. 
| Mr. BORLAND. It seems to me that the ac- 
tion of the Senate, so far as this resolution is con- 
cerned, has settled the question, unless a change 
takes place in the ainds of the Senators. This 
resolution was a material part of the resolution 
which was rejected the other day, and which was 
| offered as an amendment to the resolution of the 


|| Senator from New York. 


| ‘The PRESIDENT. It is not in order to dis- 
| cuss the resolution until it is taken up. 

Mr. BORLAND. That is the reason why I 
think it cannot be taken up, being part of the 
resolution of the Senator from New York; and 
that resolution was the same in substance as the 
resolution of the Senator from Illinois, with the 

| exception of this portion which it is now yoposed 
to revive.. 
he question was then taken on the motion to 
| take up the resolution, and it was decided in the 
| affirmative. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I would like to know the 
| effect of that resolution before I vote. If this 
| committee shall be appointed, I suppose they will 
| proceed to New York, or wheresoéver Kossuth 
| may be, for the purpose of bringing him to Wash- 

ington and introducing him to the Senate. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I will amend it by saying 
| ** on his arrival in the capital.” 

No objection being made, the resolution was #0 
| amended. 
| Mr. WALKER. Mr. President: Notwith- 
| standing it has been announced by the mover of 
| this: resolution that it has been discussed sufii- 
| ciently, I ask the attention of the Senate for some 
| ten or fifteen minutes, that I may express my 

views upon the subject. It is true that the reso- 
‘lution has been discussed, but my views have 
not been expressed. Differing so wieey in some 
respects from some who have spoken, I have been 
articular in maturing my own views, and I shall 

e particular in expressing them to the Senate. 

he present occasion and the subject of pres- 

| ent discussion, are more momentous and of _— 
import than the eye or the mind will readily dis- 
"cover without careful examination and deep reflec- 
| tion. They merit this examination and reflection; 
'and from me they have and shall receive them— 
| not, however, from considerations of mere et 
| quette—of what is due to Governor Kossuth as & 
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an or a ‘ 
‘ian but from considerations of a far deeper, 


broader, and more sacred character—such as con- 
~ern the happiness, security, and duty of our Re- 
ablic. - 

When the question was taken upon the resolu- 
tion to welcome Governor Kossuth to the capi- 
tal and country, I voted for it, as I shall for that 
now under consideration ; but for very different 
oasons, and from very different motives from any 
that | have heard expressed in the Senate. I did 
and shall do so, not as a mere personal compli- 
ment to Governor Kossuth, (great and preéminent 
as | concede and claim his merits to be;) for this,. 
| infer, he did not and does not desire. The pur- 
oge of his mission and his life has a far higher 

: ee 
and more noble end and aim. NordidI,nor shall 
{ yote on this subject for the purpose of rendering 
mere vocal tribute to his political creed, princi- 
ples, or character. This can be better done by the 
people in their spontaneous plaudits, responsive to 
his sentiments. Indeed, sir, if these had been and 
were the only reasons which my mind could urge 
ypon the subject, I should have voted against the 
former, and would vote against the present resolu- 
lution. I am averse to all personal adulation, in- 
tended merely as such, and where no practical 
sood is intended or can regult.. I mistake Gov- 
ernor Kossuth’s republican principles if he do not 
entertain similar.sentiments. Nor yet, sir, have 
| voted, nor shall I vote for these resolutions be- 
cause I can see in their consequences no change in 
our neutral policy, but forthe veryreverse. I ad- 
yocatethem because I think I discover in them the 
initiatory step toward the abandonment of our now 
impolitic, unwise, and unjust system of neutrality. 

Let no one do himself the injustice, or me the 
false charity, to suppose that this is a conclusion 
or determination to which I have hastily sprung. 
Far from it, sir. I have long desired to see our 
neutral policy abandoned or overthrown; and I 
hail the events of the present hour, as happy omens 
of a speedy consummation of my wishes. 

I contend, Mr. President, that what was our 
policy in our infancy and weakness, has ceased 
to be our true policy now that we have reached 
to manhood and strength. And I deny, what is 
so often asserted, that either Washington or any. 
of the founders of the Republic, ever recom- 
mended that the neutral policy of our early days 
should become an established principle, to govern 
the conduct of the country in the days of its ma- 
turity and power. 


THE CON 


ane eee ae 
patriot, or to the Senate, as regards its | 


. 
a 


liberty, shall we never raise our voice or hand to 
defend or sustain it, but erase and expunge it, by 
conceding the right of despots to perpetually vio- 
late it? Shall another Poland be stricken from 
nationality and independence, to non-entity and 
oblivion, by a triple Serceuie despotism? Shall 
Italy again, while able, willing, and striving to 
stand erect and free against her native oppressor, 
be stricken down, bleeding, and more enslaved, at 
the feet of tyrannic France and Austria? Or shall® 
Hungary, struggling alone and friendless against 
the tyranny of Austria, with victory and triumph 
already perching upon her republican Rendagd be 
again trampled to the dust—enslaved and chained 


| by intermeddling Russia? and all this without a 


murmur or a blow from the land of Washington 
and Franklin? God forbid! Yet, address these 
questions to some Senators, whose heads have 
whitened in the service and battle of conservatism, 
and they will answer, Yes; but | address them to 
the manly hearts of the American people, and the 
answer will, be one universal and indignant, Vo! 
Never! 








Asa period and condition of human existence, 
fant weakness is naturally timid, and in- 
stinctively cautious. It ranges only within the 
walks of security and home; is governed by its 
wants or necessities—without the power of ad- 
venture to supply or gratify even these. It may 
look on with tears, commiseration, and pity, at a 
cruel imposition or infliction upon its fellow and 
infant associate; but it can neither resent the 
wrong nor defend against it—it can only stand 
carefuland trembling for its own security. Strike 
it cannot—to interpose would be futile and dan- 
gerous. But when arrived at manhood, the same 
course of conduct would merit and receive the hiss 
of scorn, and stamp the wretch a coward and pol- 
troon. It would also render his position insecure, 
by inviting insult and aggression. 

So it was, so it is, and so it will be, with our 
Government and country. When we had but just 
struggled into infant existence, we could manifest 
commiseration and pity only, when we saw the 
feeble breast of our sister, Poland, mangled by the 
iron heel of despotism, and her substance divided, 
and her name blotted out by tyrants. But now, 
when matured and strong, shall we supinely and 
timidly look on, and see all the morals, justice, 
and principles of international law violated, without 
interposing? The law of vations, under that of 
the Creator, is the law of the civilized world—is 
as binding upon despots as upon republicans, and 
republics are as much interested in its maintenance 
48 monarchies, or despotisms, and have more 
right to interpose to defend and maintain it, than 
they to violate and destroy it. And what princi- 
ple or rule of that law should be more dear to 


merica, than that which secures the right of the 
masses to rise and throw off the yoke of oppres- 
sion through the medium of revolution, and this, 
‘oo,'in a fair and single-handed contest with the 
oppressor? But, while this principle is thus dear 


Sir, our strength no longer consists in a policy 
so criminally neutral. It did so in the beginning, 
only because the success of our experiment was 
distrusted by the people of all countries; and we | 
| could gain no sympathy by showing sympathy 
| with others. But our success is no longer proble- 

} matic, nor the permanency of our Government and 


in every clime, feel joy in our triumph, and are 
| enlisted for our defence and protection. Their 
hopes run high to imitate our example; and they 
feel those hopes would be forever blasted by our 
downfall. If we now discharge aright our high 
mission, by sympathizing with them in their 
struggle, and coma should assail us, they will 
feel our cause to be their own; and whatever soil 
they may tread, will be made a recruiting station 
in ourdefence. ‘The next army that invades our | 
country will come to fight our battles, and not to 
crush our liberties. With us, the day of conflict 
with mercenaries will havé passed; and armies of 
invasion will have become but organized armies 
oj immigration, seeking a hearthstone and a home | 
among us, to be enjoyed and defended in common 
with ourown. Sir, if you deem me visionary, 
or 0 ver-sanguine in these opinions and hopes, pray 
| tel: me where you would find the Hungarian, the 
German, the Irishman, the Briton, Frank, or 
Swede, who would wield the sword or bear the 
stalard of a despot upon our shores, and against 
our country and republic? You could not more 
gravely insult the millions of these braves amongst 
| us, than by“asking them if they wauld do so. 
Yet, sir, they are but the representative few of 
countless hosts left behind, actuated by a similar 
spirit. The situation of a Haynau, commanding 
an army of these in America, would soon be for- 
lorn and pitiable indeed. The treatment of the 
English brewers would be mercy and hospitality 
itself, compared to that he would receive here, at 
the hands of his own troops. 

But, sir, seal or lock up the stores of your sym- 
pathy—suffer the spirit of liberty to struggle, 
bleed, and expire alone in its unequal conflict 
| with intruding despots, and you cut the sympa- 
| thetic chord that binds the freedom-loving world 
to your cause; you consolidate despotism, and at 
length, when it shall turn upon you, as the last 
survivor of republicanism, you, too, must strug- 
gle, bleed, and fallalone. Nofriendly heart or hand 
| will be left to sympathize or strike in your cause 
or your defence. 

This, sir, must be the result at last, if we con- 
tinue our present policy. No one can believe, that, 
with the present and growing intelligence of the 
world, despotisms and republics can much longer 
occupy the earth together. The flame of conflict 
is already kindled; the blood of one or the other 
must quench it. Between the spirits of the two 
political existences, there can be no compromise; 
| one or the other must quit the world. In the 
struggle we cannot remain neutral if we would— 
and it is useless longer to disguise the fact. For 
one, I throw off all disguise. I am for the cause 
of liberty and free Government, against slavery 
and despotism, throughout the globe—and this 
without disguise. 

Far be it from me, however, to recommend or 
advocate the policy of predatory or aggressive 











: warfare, or warfare for conquest. I will go as far | 
and important to our country and the cause of || as the most pacific against all interference in the 
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| institutions doubted by any. Republican spirits, || 
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internal polity or concerns of other nations. But 
I take and maintain a wide distinction between the 
internal concerns of nations, and international con- 
cerns. While Russia or Austria is content under 
a monarchy or despotism, or so long as the mon- 
arch or despot can, within himself, or with his 
own resources, maintain his authority and power, 
be it so—let him alone.. This is a matter of inter- 
nal concern to the nation, and she has the right to 
be let alone. I would protest against the interfer- 
ence of our own or any other country as a Gov- 
ernment. But when the people of either rise up 
and seek to throw off the yoke, or break the chain 
that galls them, and the other would interfere to 
prevent them, this becomes an infernational cen- 
cern—an affair between nations; and involves a 
breach of the law and morals of nations, in which 
we become an interested party with all other na- 
tions. Against such interference lL would not only 
have our country protest, but I would have her 
interpose both her moral and physical power, whether 
in conjunction with England or alone. In this 
case we have the right to interpose, and I contend 
that justice, as well as our interest and security, 
makes it our duty to interpose. ’ 

Sir, peace is beautiful and holy when it can be 

justly and honorably maintained; but war, with 
all its tragedy and blood, is less to be dreaded 
than dishonorable or ** ignoble peace;’’—peace at 
the expense of peace, justice, liberty, and the 
rights of man. In the case supposed, even war 
on our part, against intervention, would be sacred 
to the cause of peace. It would be necessary In 
order to conquer conflict, establish peace, and de- 
fend the right. Without our interposition, there 
would not be peace, but wrongful war; and we, 
too, a party to the w rong by acquiescence, Asa 
friend and advocate of peace, as well as of na- 
tional morality and national law, | would recom- 
mend war in such an extremity, when merely 
moral means had proved unavailing. Nor would 
I delay or wait for the codéperation of England— 
though I am not one of those who would decline 
it. An alhance for such an occasion would not 
conflict with the policy or advice of Washington. 
He never condemned alliances temporary and 
for the occasion. He only declared that ‘it is 
your policy to steer clear of permanent alliances.”’ 
He did not even recommend that this ‘* policy’’ 
should be permanent and perpetual; but for such 
time only as would enable you ‘ to gain time to 
* your country to settle and mature its institutions, 
and to progress without interruption to that de- 
gree of strength and consistency which is ne- 
cessary to give it the command of its own for- 
tunes.’”’ 

I believe that such time has been gained, and 
that our country has reached the required condi- 
tion; and so far from condemning and declining 
the oecasional coéperation of other countries in 
such a cause, | would approve and accept it, as I 
would, indeed, invite it, 

Mr. President, of two things I feel certain: first, 
that the spirit of Russian absolutism, unless pre- 
vented by the interposition of constitutional gov- 
ernments, will triumph and prevail in Eurepe, and 
ultimately turn upon liberty here and elsewhere; 
and, second, that the only Powers on the broad 
face of God’s earth which can interpose and pre- 
vent it, are the United States and England. Sep- 
arately or in congert, then, we must act or fall; or, 
if not fall, must ultimately suffer and bleed to a 
degree of depletion tenfold that which our timely 
interposition would cause. 

Sir, the portents of the hour are momentous in- 
deed; and I fear are too dimly seen, or not at all, 
by the Senate and the country. With no enemy 
afield, despotic Europe is trembling under the 
sullen treid of 8 conscript soldiery; while gloomy 
Apprehension sits a joint occupant of the throne 
of monarchy. Whzyis this so? It is that amur- 
mur of discontent—®uppressed and low indeed, 
yet determined and universal—is heard to rise from 
the oppressed and down-trodden millions; and be- 
cause monarchs see and know that occasion only 

| is awaited by these millions, to rise and strike a 
|| more universal, terrible, and determined blow than 
ever yet was struck, for self-emancipation, self- 
government, and freedom. They see, also, that 
such an occasion will offer in the approaehing 
struggle for the French Presidency. ay on 
the one hand, are looking to the Czar of Russia 
to bear them safely through; while the republican 
masses, on the other, are looking with beseeching 
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eyes to Amerita and England. Shall we turn 
coldly away, ard leave tyranny to riot in its crim- 
son orgies, and to raise its shout of triumph over 
the rights of nations and mankind? or shall we 
interpose, AND INTERPOSE NOW, to prevent it, and 
to staunch the flow of human blood? For one, 
by all the sacred promptings of the human heart, 
i am for the latter! L would noe, or before an- 
other moon had waned, throw patent to the world 


a declaration that hereafter the practice, if not the® 


policy of nations, must be ‘* hands off,’’ or non- 


intervention in the internal concerns or revolutions of 


other nations; and this declaration I would make 
rood, too, when oceasion should demand, by the 
blood and treasure of the land. But with such a 
declaration, the oceasion would never arise: we 
would have no occasion to shed the orfe or to ex- 
These, sir, are the views which 
I Spe k for no one but myself; but | 
should speak as I have though I knew I stood 
alone. I neither nor 
from this Senate—it is not for its commendation 
that [ speak or think in matters of political import, 
but for the approval of my own heart, and for the 
promotion of right arfd justice, with the best inter- 
ests of the Republic. 


pend the other. 
j entt rlain. 
ask 


exnect commendation 


These being my views, [havé all alone reeretted 
to hear sx 


tion 
l 


or. in other words, 


nators, while advocating these resolu- 
, so careful to disavow any meaning inthem, 
to hear them d clare, m effect, 
that they designed nothing tangible or -practical; 
ahd vet. at the same time, profess the hirhest de- 
votion to the cause of liberty, and the 
eympathy for struggling and oppressed humanity. 
If our devotion and sympathy lie no deeper than 
the lip, they will be but littie consolatory to Kos- 
auth or to Hungary. To prove that they lie no 
deeper, | would advise that, when we meet the 
eountry’s eyest, and extend to him the richt hand 
in fellowship, we offer him with the left our act of 
neutrality 


deepest 


; and declare to him that it is 
alterable law of the land. 
} 
‘ 


a fixed, un- 
Krom that he may read: 
tcted, &c., That if any citizen of the 
's shall, within the territory and jurisdiction 
hereof, accept and exercise a comuinission fo serve a for 

prince, state, colony, district, or people, in war, by 
und or by sea, against any prince, state, colony, district, 
r pe with whom the United States are at peace, the 
person 80 offending shall be deemed guilty of a bigh misde 
yeanor, and shall be fined not more than 82,000, and shall 
be in prisened not exceeaing three years. 

Rec. 3. And be it further entcted, That if any person 
ehall, within the limits of the United States, fit out and 
arm. or attempt to fit out and arin, or procure to be fitted 
out and armed, or shall Knowingly be concerned in the fur 
nishing, fitting out, or arming Of any ship or vessel, with 
iient that such ship or vessel shall be employed in the ser 
vice of any joreign prince or staie, or of any colony, dis- 
trict, or people, to cruise or commit hostilities against the 
ion prince or state, 
any colony, district or peophky, with whom the United 

ire at shall issue or deliver a commi 
within the territory or jurisdiction of the United State 
any ship or vessel, to the intent that she may be employed 
as aforesaid, every person so offending shall be deemed 
uilty ofa high misdemeanor, and shall be fined not more 
1an $10,000, and imprisoned not more than three years, 
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rom this, Ko@suth will learn that lip-devotees 
to liberty in the United>States, punish practical 
devotees as malefactors and criminals. 

Sir, I repeat that if [ had nothing but words to 
render in the service of Hungarian freedom, I 
would be silent. But I have more: I will not only 
speak for it, but T will vote for it—write for it; 
and when occasion shall demand, under the smile 
of Tieaven, I will fight for it. So would others 
who have spoken with so much seeming caution— 
and they might as well avow the fact. ‘They do 
no rood by their mental reservations—let them 
speak ouf, and act." Then Kossuth will have re- 
ceived a compliment, sublime indeed—a compli- 
ment of the means to triumph in the cause of lib- 
erty, and Hangary will be free. 

Mr. BADGER. There is one thing in that 
resolution to which FT wish to call the attention of 
my honorable friend from Milinois, (Mr. Smerns.] 
The resolution styles Louis Kossuth, ‘Governor 
of Hungary.’’ ‘That, ] suppose, must be intended 
to assert the fact that he is Governor in reality or 
Governor in right. 
he does not mean to make any such assertion. 
And surely it cannot be necessary to make known 
who Louis Kossuth is, to add'as a description 
beyond his name the words, “Governor of Hun- 
gary.” I would suggest, also, to the Senator, 
that the phraseology of the joint resolution which 
has passed both the Senate and the House differ 
from this. He is there designated as Louis Kos- 


1 suggest to my friend that * 
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suth. If he was sufficiently known and described | 


by that name there, is it necessary or proper to 
assert a differént description here? 

Mr. SHIELDS. I had no object in view, ex- 
cept to make it conform to the language of the 
President’s message. ' 
it. 
We are accustomed in this country, when a man 
has held an office, to continue calling him by the 
title which he had while in that office. I do not 
think it amounts to much. Some honor me, by 
calling me ‘* General,’’ though | am no General 
now. And we have Governors and Generals all 
over the country. 
it conform to the exact language of the President’s 
message, whatever that may be, because I regard 
that as a kind of committal by the Executive, the 
representative of the nation, and I wish to go on 
aus he commenced. 

Mr. BADGER. I shall not move any amend- 
ment to the resolution. The Senator can shape it 
But I would submit-to my friend, 
that when, in the joint resolution, which is the act 


as he pleases. 


of both Houses and is of the nature of a law, this + 


gentleman is named by his Christian and surname 


only, and as this proceeding of the Senate is in- | 


tended to follow out what has been done by that 
‘joint resolution, that it is the resolution which we 
are to follow, and not the incidental expression in 
the President’s message. This resolution styles 
him ** Louis Kossuth, Governor of Hungary.” I 
admit that in common conversation, in addressing 
the honorable Senator from Ulinois, we call him 
‘* General Shields;’’ but I submit that no formal 


paper in the world would now describe’ him as | 


‘¢ James Shields, Brigadier General.’’ 

Mr. SHIELDS. I will read 
the President’s message. I hope my honorable 
friend from North Carolina will not regard it asa 
mere incidental expression, or as a trivial docu- 
ment. ‘* The instruction above referred to was 
complied with, and the Turkish 
havine released Governor Kossuth,’ &c.  Gov- 
ernor Kossuth.’’ I am willing to make the reso- 
lution conform to that. 

The PRESIDENT. 
proposes to strike out ‘‘ Governor of Hungary,’’ 
and insert previous to the name ‘* Louis Kos- 
suth,’’ the word ‘* Governor,’’ so that it will read 
** Governor Louis Kossuth.’’ 

Mr. HALE. 
mentioned this matter, simply calls the gentleman 
*¢ T.onis Kossuth,’’ and l think that is a 
title than any we can put on him. 
very cheap. There are a good wany of them. 
There is®* but ome Louis Kossuth, and I think 
‘* Louis 
Kossuth,’’ or 
title. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 


portance to it, unles 


better 
Governors are 


rossuth 


** Squire Kossuth,”’ or any other 


san objection were taken to it. 
Then, if we should strike it out, it might be sig- 
nificant. Ifit be necessary to express the proper 
idea, | presume the addition of one word will ac- 
complish it—we might say ‘* Louis Kossuth, the 
richtful Governor.”’ If he be not the Governor 
de facto, if he ixnot in the exercise of the power 
belonging to that station, | apprehend there can 
be no question that he is the rightful Governor 
of Hungary, although ejected from Hungary for 
the time being. I would suggest the insertion of 
the word ** rizhtful.”’ 

Mr. HALE. Before the question is taken on 
the amendment of the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 
Sureips,} I desire to read a single extract from the 


President’s message, in which he refers to the res- || 


olution passed last session. 
‘ 


He says: ** On the 
third of March last, both Houses of Congress 
| * passed a resolution requesting the President to 
‘ 


‘convey to this country Louis Kossuth and his 


‘associates in captivity.’ That is the President’s 
messare. 
gress had formerly done, and I suppose that the 
same words are used. 
the resolution read literally correct, I suppose it 
would be ** Louis Kossuth aforesaid;”’ but I pre- 
sume he will not do that. It will be better to-let 
it stand as it stood originally. 
than any we can give him. 
The question being taken on the part of the 


{Mr. Sute.ns,] to strike out “ Governor of Hun- 
gary,’ it was agreed to. 


| not agreed to. 


| amended. 
I do not want to cavil about | 
I think he is called Governor in the message. | 


| intended, is the patriot whom he has been dese 


However, I am willing to make + 


| Senate, it may be construed into some dispositiog 


| with 
the language of | 


Government | 


| Chase, 
The President, when he first | 


sounds better than ‘* Governor | 


It would not add any im- || 


authorize the employment of a public vessel to | 


teference is there had to what Con- | 


If the Senator would make | 
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The latter part of the amendment to ; 


, NSert the 
word ** Governor ”’ before ** Louis Kossy 


th,” Was 
The question was then on the resoluti D ag 

Mr. MASON. I do not doubt that the yor 
distinguished gentleman for whom this hones / 
to be by Senators on this floor; and that he face 
thy of the honors which have been heaped uy . 
him by the people of America. When the ¢o 
was taken upon the resolution of welcome t, him 
Iwas not here, or I should have voted fy, : 
cheerfully. But I am not prepared to exten¢ »,, 
distinguished honor of a reception by the Sepp», 
to that gent'eman—an honor which has never joo’ 
I believe, conferred upon a citizen 6f Americar 
It has been conferred only upoit General Las 
ette, who had been identifred with the most tr, 
scenes of our revolutionary struggles, ; 

It is not, therefore, for any purpose of detrae 


|ing from the merits of the gentleman to whom 


this honor is proposed to be extended, that | hays 
desired thus to place myself right in the yo 
I shall give. Ihave another reason, sir, So f» 
as I understand it, his avowed mission to the Tp:. 
ted States of America is to endeavor to indyee th; 
Government to dep#trt from our long-established 
policy in relation to foreign nations. It may hs 
that if this peculiar reception be given him by ti 


3 


on the part of the Senate to aceredit him on his 
mission, 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senato 
allow me to make a suggestion? I have interfered 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr 
Ruett,]} believing that this would occasion no de. 
bate. 

Mr. MASON. 
say. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the yeas and 
nays. : 

Mr. SHIELDS. Oh! no. It will be a much 
higher compliment to pass it without the yeas and 


I have finished what I had tp 


'| nays. 
The Senator from Illinois 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question being taken, resulted—yeas 3), 
nays 15; as follows: , 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bradbury, Brodhead, Cass, 
Clarke, Davis, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
fowa, Douglas, Felch, Fish, Foote of Mississippi, Foot of 
Vermont, Geyer, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, James, Jones 


| of lowa, Miller, Norris, Seward, Shields, Smith, Stockton, 


Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Whitcomb—30. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Borland, Butler, Clemens, 
Dawson, Hunter, Jones of Tennesee, King, Mason, Mgr- 
ton, Pratt, Sebastian, Spruance, Underwood, and Uphan 
—15. 
The resolution was adopted as amended, as {il- 
lows: 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by 
the Chair to wait upon Louis Kossuth, on his arrival at the 
capital, and introduce him to the Senate. 

THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 

The Senate resumed the consideratien of the 


| special order, being the resolution declaring the 
| measures of adjustment to be a definitive sette- 
'ment of the questions growing out of domestic 


slavery. 


Mr. RRETT resumed and finished the speech 


| which he commenced yesterday, a report of which 


will be found in the Appendix. 3 
After a few words from Mr. Foore, and a brie! 
conversation, in which Mr. Bortanp, Mr. Foote, 
Mr. Mason, and others took part, (for which se 
Appendix,) Mr. Mason obtained the floor, and 
on motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 16, 1851. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COMMITTEE ON THE RULES. 
The SPEAKER announced that the following 


| gentlemen had been appointed the Committee on 
_ the Rules, by aresolution of the House: Grosct 
|| W. Jones, of Tennessee; ALEXANDER H. Sze- 
It is a better title || : 
Pennsylvania; Jonn L. Rosiyson, of Indiana; 


| Epwakp Sranty, of North Carolina; Davin L 
amendment offered by the Senator from Illinois, | 


pHeNns, of Georgia; JoserH R, CHanpier, “ 


Seymour, of New York; Georce G. Krve, 


{| Rhode Island; Epson B. Otps, of Ohio; and Day- 


ret Wattrace, of South Carolina. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 


The SPE AKER then ae that the first 
ess in order would be the unfinished business 
f yeste rday -—the motion to refer to the Commit- 
ee on Military Affairs the bill to refund to the 
gate of Ca lifornia certain moneys collected in her 


husid 


0 





ports. 


‘COMMITTEE ON REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to-a 

astion of privilege. | I perceive that I have been 

1 oointed on three of the standing committees of 

‘.. House. The rules allow me to decline serv- 

on one of these committees, and therefore ; 
0 il myself of the right to decline serving on th 

‘a on Revolutionary Claims. In ho 

s, | intend no disrespec t to the Speake r, nor to 

at ‘of the members of that commitiee, but simply 

i ayo | I cannot perform the duties. of so many 


( 


committees. 

TheSPEAKER. Undertherules of the House, 
the centleman has a right to decline serving; and 
there be no objection, he will be accordingly 
So it was 


ii 
excused. 

Ordered, That Mr. Srawn'ron, of Kentucky, be excused 
fom further service On the Committee on Revolutionary 
ciaims. and thatthe Speaker be authorized to fill the va- 
ey created thereby. 


Ou motion by Mr. HUNTER, by unanimous 


consent, 1 Was 





an 
eal 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Henry Johnson 
pe withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Committee ou Invalid Pensions. 

THE WORKMEN ON THE CAPITOL. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I ask the unanimous con- 
saad of the House to submit a resolution. It is 
known probably to the House, that a number of 

ersons have been recently discharged from em- 
ployment on the works at the Capitol now in 
prog zress of construction. I have been called upon 
by anumber of these persons, and they desire me 
to present a res solution. 

The following is the resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings, or 
whichever committee may have charge of the subject, be 

juested to report forthwith a bill making further appro- 
priations for the continuance of the work recently in prog- 
ress for the extension of the Capitol buildings, in order that 
alarge number of mechanics and workingmen, who have 
been deprived of work, and thereby their present means of 
subsistence, having been discharged a few days ago from 
that employment, may be again einployed, it being exceed 
ingly difficult at this inclement season of the year to obtain 
employment elsewhere in the city. 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired of the Chair the 
order of business? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already an- 
nana that the unfinished business of yesterday 
isnow in order. Any other business cannot in- 
tervene except by the unanimous consent of the 
House. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks 
the unanimous consent to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. IL rise to a question of 


order. I understand the Chair to state that the }| 


ui finished business of yesterday is in order. 


The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from | 


Iiinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] allow the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania [Mr. FLorence] to ask the | 


unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
resolution ? 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I object to the 


introduction of any business out of order. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I understand the Chair | 


to state that the business in order is the unfinished 
business of yesterday. I want to call theattention 
of the Chair to the fact, that upon yesterday a 
motion to suspend the rules was in order. I un- 
derstahd the rule to be, that when the day arrives 
upon which it will be in order to move a suspen- 
sion of the rules, business undisposed of on the 
sett wean suspension day would come up as the 

egular business in order. Hence it is not now 


in in onler—this not being suspension day—to recur 


to the bill introduced yesterday under a suspension 
of the rules, 


The SPEAKER. _ The Chair must remind the 
gentleman that the question of order is, in his 


opinion, not admissible. 


Mr.EVANS. Ido not wish to debate this mat- 
ter, but make a sfiggestion, if the Chair will have 


rule declares: 


“That as soon as the Journal is read, the Speaker shall NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Charies Allen, Willis Allen, 


call for petitions from, the members of each State and déle- Andrews, Win. Appleton, Astie, Averett, David J. Bailey, 


gates from each Territory, beginning with Maine.’’ 
The 27th rule says that— 


Zz 
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** After an hour shall be devo! d te reports from commit 
tees and resolutions, it shall be in order, pending the con- 
| sideration or discussion thereo!, to entertain @ motion that 
| the House do new proceed te dispose of the business on the 
Speaker’s table, and to the oruers of we day.” 
Then by the 58th ruie: 

“ Theunfivished busiriess ‘u which the House was engaged 
at the last preceding adjouws ment shall have the preterence 
in the orders of the day, and ao motion on any other busi- 
ness shall be received without special leave of the House 
until the former is disposed of.’? 


Mr. HALL. I rise toa question of order. | 
| understand that no debate is in order upon the 
question of pric rity of business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already an- 
nounced that the question of order is not debatable. 

Mr. EVANS. 1 was reading the rules. 

Mr. HALL. I understand you are making a 
speech. : 

Mr. EVANS. Notintheleast. I suegestthat 
the first business in order is the, call of States for 
| petitions, next for reports of committees; and then 

resolutions are in order. And when the orders of 
the day come up, the unfinished business of yes- 
terday will have the preference. IL eail for the 
reading of the 23d, 27th, and S&8th rules. 
‘The rules were then read as inserted above. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair bees leave to siate 
the ground of his decision, which is this: But 
for the fact that the previous question had been 
| seconded and the main question ordered to be put, 


| the rules referred to would have recuired this bill 


| to go over and take its place upon the calendar « f 
the House. But the House ordered the main 
question to be put, and thus gives this bill or the 

| unfinished business preference over all other: 

The main question must therefore be now put. 

By reference to the Journal of the T'wenty-eighth 

Congress, the gentleman will find a decision di- 

rectly in point. Is there any appeal from the decis- 

ion of the Chair? 

No appeal being taken, the Speaker stated 
question as follows: The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia (Mr. Marsuaru] moved a reference of this 
bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. ‘The 
centleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Jones} moved us 
reference to the Committee of Ways and Meaus 
Upon this question the pre vious question was sec- 
onded and the main question ordered, and the yeas 
and nays were also ordered upon said question. 
The first question will be upon the proposition to 
refer the billto the Committee on Military Afjairs. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California. I would ask 
permission of the House to make a few remarks 
in Sg of a a personal matter. 

Ir. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. 

j Mr} [LARSH AL L. l hope the objection m Ly 

be site ren’ as | shall consume but a very littie 

time. 

The SPEAKER. Objection heing made, the 
Chair is bound to enforce the rule. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I wish to inform the 
House, in the course of this explanation, in re- 
gard to the nature of the bill and the | roprie y of 
the reference. 

Mr. CARTTER. I obi ect, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair calls the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. Marsrrarv] to order. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I wish to exculpate my- 
self from the charge of making an attack upon th 
committee. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Is it in order to make a 

motion to suspend the rules to allow the gentle- 

man to proceed ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

The question was then taken upon referring the 


bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
| 


_- 


lows: 





E. Carrington Cabell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chapman, Cleve 


Ewing, Faulkner, Fitch, Fowler, Freeman, Henry M. Ful 


Johnson, George G. King, Kuhns, Landry, Letcher, Ed 


Price, Sackett, Smith, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Fred. P 


Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alerander H. Stephens, St. 
patience with me fora single moment. 'The 23d || Martin, Sweetser, Taylor, Tuck, Wdbridge, Waish, Ward, 


Welch, Addison White, and Yates—75. 


Bennett, Bissell, Boeock, Bowie, Bragg, Brenton, Brooks 


| 


Davis, John G. 
» Edmundson, 


ae ae 1 Ww. 


ive ae Seon. Je 


; McLanahan, MceMullin, } 


Schoonmaker, > I 


Stnart: Sutherland, 
. Townshend, 
. Ww ildmck, and Williams 
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given, granting the right of ws 
ation of land to the State of 
the construction of 
read a first and 
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On motion by Mr. 
to withdraw from the files -of 
purpose of presentation to the Senate, the joint 
Alabama, in regard to 
in Clarke county, in that 


decided in the negative—yeas 75 nays 110; as fol- 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Bell, Bibighaus, 
John H. Boyd, Breckenridge, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, 


Iimd, Cullom, Dawson, Disney, Doty, Edgerton, Evans, 


‘ . 20 > To 
ler, Gaylord, Goodenow, Green, Grey, Grow, Harper, Hart, ommittee on Public 


Hascall, Haven, Thos. M. Howe, Andrew Johnson, James 


ward C. Marshall, Mason, McCorkle, McNair, Meacham, 
Meade, Miller, Miner, Molony, Henry D. Moore, John t 
Moore, Morehead, Newton, Olds, Perkins, Polk, Porter, || re solution of 


‘ertain reserved lands 


LETCHER, 


Buell, Busby, Joseph Cable, Caldwell, Cartter, Caskie, 
ul Chastain, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, Daniel, George T’. 
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read a first and second time bY its title, and, with 
the various petitions heretofore presented upon 
this subject, now on the files of the House, was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KING, of New York, asked permission to 
offer a resolution. 

Mr. EVANS objected, and called for the regu- 
lar order of business. 


RESERVED LANDS IN IOWA. 

Mr. HENN, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill, of which previous notice had been giyen, to 
relinquish to the State of Iowa lands reserved for 
salt springs therein; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. H. I have also a resolution which I wish 
to offer, and I hope that it may be put upon its 
passage immediately, as it is a matter of import- 
ance to my constituents. It is a resolution, I ap- 


prehend, that will not be objected to by any one. 

Mr. EVANS. I object. 

ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICTS. 

Mr. HENN. I have also another bill which I 
wish to introduce, and of which previous notice 
has been given. It 1s a bill creating three addi- 
tional land districts in the State of Iowa. 

Mr. TAYLOR objected to its introduction. 

On motion by Mr. HOWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of George Simpton, praying 
compensation for vessels lost in the public service during 


the late war with Mexico, be taken from the files and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 


consent of the House to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. EVANS objected. 

Mr. PHELPS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House for leave to introduce a bill, of which 
previous notice had been given. 

Mr. TUCK objected. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from sundry 














for the establishment of a mail route from Paris, 
through Shelbyville, to Newark, Missouri; referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, the petition of Robert Nelson for leave to 
change an entry of land; referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois, gave notice that 
he would to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill 
for the improvement of the Rock Island and Des 
Moines Rapids on the Mississippi river. 

Mr. MOLONY presented the petitions of D. 
Clapp and Silas Noble, register and receiver, ask- 
ing for an increase of pay for locating bounty land 
warrants; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. FICKLIN presented the petition of A. M. 
Patterson and one hundred others, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Vincennes, in 
the State of Indiana, via Lawrenceville and other 
places, to Springfield, in [linois: which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. MOLONY asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill to correct an error 
in the pension of Orris Crosby. 

Objection was made, and the bill was not intro- 
duced. 

Mr. GREY, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill, of which previous notice had been given, to 
provide for the repair and improvement of the dam 
at the head of Cumberland Island, in the Ohio 
river; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. EVANS. I wish to inquire of the Chair, 
if bills cannot be introduced, when States are called 
for resolutions, under the rule? 

The SPEAKER. By the unanimous consent 
of the House, they ean be introduced at any time. 

[Cries of **That is the rule!’’ ** That is the 
practice. ’’] 

THE WORKMEN ON THE CAPITOL. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, asked the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a joint 
resolution, authorizing the architect of the Capitol 
to continue in employment the mechanics and la- 
borers upon the two wings thereof. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I ask that the 






















































portant matter. 
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| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. 


Mr. CABELL, of Florida, asked the unanimous | 


citizens of Monroe country, Missouri, praying | 


resolution may be read, as it contains very im- || 
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| Also, a joint resolution of the Legis! 
Louisiana, in regard to awarding the con 
carrying the mail,to such company 


Alure » 


Mr. EDGERTON presented the petition of tract ¢ 


Alexander Armstrong, praying compensation for 


; J : ; : as May } ws 
property lost during the war of 1812; which was || the right of crossing the Isthmus of Tehuan,. 
e r ‘ : > oy: ae AaNter 
referred to the Committee of Claims. by the shortest and most expeditious royte. ee 

Mr. BELL, by unanimous consent, gave notice. also praying for an appropriation to survey “ 


that on to-morrow or some subsequent day, he 
should ask leave to introduce a bill to amend an 
act of Congress, passed September 28, 1850, al- 
lowing beunty land warrants to those who served 
in the war with Great Britain and other wars, &c. 

Also, presented the petition of the heirs of 
Lieutenant Joseph Parrott, an officer in the Army 
during the revolutionary war, praying commuta- 
tion pay; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. CARTTER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of A. H. Patterson, 
on which a favorable report was made at the last session of 


Congress, be withdrawn from the files of the House, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. PENN presented the petition of Thomas 
J. Durant, of New Orleans, for the payment of a 
balance claimed to be due him for services as at- 
torney of the United States, in the district of Loui- | 
siana; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. FREEMAN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, granting to the State of Mississippi the 
right of way and donation of public lands, for the 
purpose of locating and constructing a railroad 
from Brandon to the eastern boundary of said 
State, in the direction of Montgomery, Alabama; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. F. also asked unanimous consent to intro- 
duce another bill; to which objection was made. 

Mr. F. I understand we have a right to intro- 
duce bills upon a call of the States ? 

The SPEAKER. Upon a call of the States for 
resolutions you have, but not upon a call for peti- 
tions. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I should like to know why 
objection is made to the introduction of this bill, 
when other gentlemen have been permitted to in- 
troduce bills ? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not inorder. Ob- 
jection being made, the bill cannot be introduced. 

Mr. WILCOX presented the petition of the 
register and receiver at Augusta, Mississippi, || 
praying for additional compensation for locating 
military bounty land warrants; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motioa by Mr. DISNEY, itswas 

Ordered} That the papers in the case of Captain Linn 


and heirs of Joshua Huddy be taken from the files of the 
House, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SACKETT, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John Raynolds and others, 
for the improvement of the harbor of Pultneyville, on Lake 
Ontario, be taken from the files of the House, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


said route from the Gulf of Mexico to the Preis. 
in Tehuantepec; which was read and referred © 
the Committee on the Post Office and Pos: P sa 
Also, the petition of Jehiel Brook, praying ¢. 
authority to sue the United States for daminwesr.. 
a suit instituted against him; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. + 
Mr. MORSE, of Louisiana, gave notice th», 
to-morrow, or on some other day, he Would ac 
| leave to introduce a bill making appropriatio sk 
the removal of the raft in Red river.. 
Mr. WALSH asked the unanimous congen; .¢ 
the House to introduce a resolution, he 
Objected to. 


Mr. BOWIE asked the unanimous congen; of 
the House to introduce the following resolytiny. 
/ Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum 
bia inquire into the expediency of preventing the issue of 
small notes, under the denomination of five dollars, jy yy. 
District of Columbia, and that they report by bill or 
wise. 

On motion by Mr. GROW, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the papers and petitions of Conrad Hines 
and others, for recompense for the services of Captain 
Bartlett Hines in the revolutionary war, be withdrawy fr vm 
oa and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 

Mr. ALLISON presented the memorial of Joly 
Crosby, administrator of the late A. D. Cros .. 

| purser in the United States Navy, praying to hp 
allowed a credit to his account for payment made 
to certain warrant officers; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of James A. Fawns, pray- 

ing that he may be allowed the salary of purser 
while acting as such onboard the United States 
brig Bainbridge, on the coast of Brazil; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of James W. Wilkins, pray- 

| ing to be allowed the salary of purser for the time 
he performed the duties of that office during the 
| late war with Mexico; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania, 
it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of the heirs of 
Samuel Ransom be withdrawn from the files of the House, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 

Mr. CURTIS presented the petition of Samuel 
Baker, a soldier of the last war, praying that he 
may be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. FLORENCE presented the petition of 
Buckingham Hoty, administrator of Peter Hoty, 
praying for an examination of the proceedings of 
the Board of Commissioners on claims against 
Mexico, in relation to a claim presented to them 
and rejected ; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Pennsy!- 

_vania, asking for the enactment of a law to pre- 
vent the immigration of foreign paupers into the 
United States. Referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Pennsylvani, 
New Jersey, and Delaware, for an appropriation 
to erect a harbor and piers in the Delaware bay 
and river, for theshelter of vessels navigating them. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. — 

Also, the petition of citizens of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, praying for a modification 
of the bounty land law of 1850, so as to give 160 
acres of land to those and the children of those 

| officers and soldiers who served the war of 1812. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. _ 

Also, the memorial of Benjamin Holbrook, 0! 
Philadelphia, asking indemnity for the loss of & 
vessel in the service of the United States. Referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ; 

Also, the petition of John Duncan, @ blind 

| sailor, who lost his sight in the service of the Uni- 

ted States, asking for a pension. 

Also, the memorial of the Toute agents of the 
Post Office Department, asking for an increase : 
compensation. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


) , 
Lads! 


Other. 


Mr. COBB asked the general consent of the 
House to introduce the following bills, viz: 

A bill granting the right of way and alternate 
sections of the public lands to the State of Ala- 
bama, for the purpose of constructing a railroad 
from Selma to the Tennessee river; __ 

A bill granting the right of way and making a 
grant of land to the States of Mississippi and 
Alabama, to aid in the construction of the Mem- 
phis and Charleston Railroad; and 

A bill to graduate and reduce the price of the 
public lands belonging to the United States, and 
for other purposes, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, presented the peti- 
tion of William M. Lapsley, of Alabama, asking 
compensation for services rendered as receiver at 
the land office at Cahaba, Alabama; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. \| 

Mr. OUTLAW presented the petition of C. B. | 
Hassell, and 831 others, citizens of North Caro- 
lina, praying Congress to abolish the office of | 
Chaplain to the two Houses, and in the Army 
and Navy of the United States; which was referred | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MOORE, of-Louisiana, presented the peti- | 
tion of R. W. Wynn, John Webb, and others, to | 
establish a post-road from Bastrop, in the parish 
of Morehouse, Louisiana, to Winnsborough, in | 
the parish of Franklin, &c.; which was referred 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
|, Roads. 


which previous notice had been given. 
Mr. EVANS objected. 


Mr. PRICE asked leave to introduce a bill, of 
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: Tl e SPE A K 





ER decided that the 


. PRICE claimed that, under the 44th rule, 
had the right to introduce the bill. 


bill could not 


croduced, except by unanimous consent, 


he Cha 


ir. 
Mr. DUNHAM moved to lay the appeal on the 


act 


tate 


Heary: ‘ 4 
F Mr. P. also gave notice that he would, at the 


earliest 


for the purpose 0 


natentees. 


Mr. HASC 


Haseall, the wi 


. which was agreed to. a 
\[r. PRICE presented a petition from sundry 
-ops of Newark, New Jersey, asking the pas- 
. of a law giving proper remedies to patentees; 
hich was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 


dow of Benjamin Ha 


an appeal from the decision of 


day practicable, ask leave to introduce a 
: f giving proper remedies to 


‘ALL presented the petition of Mary 


scall, a soldier 


¢ she Revolution, asking for a pension; which, 
as the papers on the files of the House upon the 
with the p% 


sam 


Dp 


I 


e subject, was referred to the Committee on 


I, SEYMOUR presented the petition of John 


Rurlason, for a pension; which was referred to the 


Committee on 


Invalid Pensions. 


\lso, the memorial of certain officers and soldiers 
nthe war of 1812, praying for relief. Referred 
t the Committee on Public Lands. : 

Also, presented additional papers in the case of 
Thomas Thooly; which, with those an the files of 


che House in regard to said claim, were referred to ¢ 


the Committee 


of Claims. 


Mr. HORSFORD presented the petition of Peter 
Van Buskirk, asking pay for property furnished 
w the American troops during the revolutionary 


war, Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 


Claims. 


Mr. BENNETT presented a petition for a mail 
route from Vallonia Springs, via Minerva and 


Coventry, to O 


xford. 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
On motion by Mr. CLEVELAND, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Dr. 
Avery Downer, a Surgeon’s mate in the revolutionary war, 
with the bill No. 74, and report No. 44 of the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, of the first session of the Thirty- 
first Congress, be taken from the files of the House, and 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. * | 


Referred to the Committee 


Mr. MANN presented the petition of Jesse 
French, of Braintree; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. SIBLEY presented the papers relative to 
the claim for compensation of the volunteers who 
served in the suppression of the Winnebago hos- 
tilities in July, 1850; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. GAYLORD, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files of the House, 
for the purpose of presenting to the Senate, the 
petition and papers of Zachariah Lawrence. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- | 


tees for reports ; when 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Military | 


Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the Virginia | 
Woolen Company; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and, with the report ac- 
companying, ordered to be printed, and referred | 
toa Committee of the Whole House. 


THE WORKMEN ON THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Buildings and Grounds, re- 
ported a joint resohation authorizing the architect 
of the Capitol to continue in employment the me- 
chanies, laborers, and others employed upon the 
two wings thereof. 


Che resolution was read a first 


by its title, 
Mr. STANTON remarked that the appropria- 


and second time 


tion for the additions to the Capitol had been ex- 


hausted, and that some three hundred mechanics 


appeal to t 
diately, 


been discharged . 


the year, without the means of su 
outany hope of employment aaah 
he House to pass the resolution imme- 
, He had been told by the Architect that || a plain, simple proposition to quarter these indi- 
‘ey could be profitably employed. They were : 


wuling to work and await the appropriation by || ‘because they cannot now find employment else- 


and laborers—some of them with large families— 
who had been brought on to Washington under 
‘he expectation of permanent employment, had 
hey had been thrown out of 
tmployment, too, in the most inclement season of || season of the year obtain employment elsewhere, 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| formed that there has been a little peculation about 


Congress. He hoped the resolution would be put | 

on its passage. t 
Mr. CARTTER. Will the chairman of the! « 

committee permit me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Certainly. 

Mr. CARTTER. We are informed by the 
chairman of the committee that the funds appro- 
priated are all expended. Can he give the House 
any information as to the fact that a large‘portion | 
of that money has been expended in sending to 
the Catskill mountains for lime to lay these foun- 
dations with, when there is an abundance of lime 
within sight of the Capitol? I should be very 
glad if the chairman of the committee could throw 
any light upon that subject. 

Mr. STANTON. ‘The House, and perhaps 
the country too, know that I have had some little 
experience in this matter of lime, having used a 
great deal of it when | was a boy and growing up. 
| have seen this lime that has been so much talked 
about, and I declare to the House that I have never 
seen better lime in my life. _ I think the architect, 
the Secretary of the Interior, and the other agents 
engaged in making the contract, did well in select- 
ing this lime, for it is preferable to any other that 
I have ever seen in this neighborhapd or elsewhere. 

I do not know what amount of money has been 
expended in the purchase of lime; but I know that 
a great, deal of work has been done, and that a 
great deal of material has been accumulated with 
the $100,000 appropriated a year ago. A great 
deal more work has been done, and a larger quan- 
tity of material accumulated, than I expected to 
see. 

Mr. CARTTER. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman an additional question, and that is: What 
is the cost per bushel of this lime which has been 
used, and what is the cost of the lime which could 
be obtained within sight of the Capitol? I am in- 


| this matter. 


Mr. STANTON. 
tion. 

Mr. BELL. I have but a word to say upon 
this subject. I do not wish to throw any impedi- 
ment in the way of the progress of this work, but 
I wish to inquire of the gentleman who drew up 
this resolution whether the language in which it is 
couched would not make it obligatory upon the 
agent to continue in pay every hand who is now 
or has been engaged upon this work? 

Mr. STANTON. It was certainly not so in- 
tended by me, and if the resolution is susceptible 
of such a construction I have no objection what- 
ever to its modification so as to obviate that diffi- 
culty. 

[A message was received from the Senate, ac- 
companied by the bill, which had passed that body 


I cannot answer that ques- 


| to establish a branch of the Mint of the United | 


| who has introduced this resolution 


States in California.]} 

Mr. BELL. Then I understand that the gen- 
tleman is willing to accept of a modification of his 
resolution ? 

Mr. STANTON. 1 will accept of a modifica- 
tion if it is in my power to do so, but as this is a 
report from a committee I presume that I have not 
the power. 

TheSPEAKER. As the resolution is a report 
from a committee, it is not in the power of the 


| gentleman to modify it. 


Mr. FICKLIN. I have listened with a good 
deal of pleasure to th@remarks of the gentleman 





Mr. SACKETT, (interposing.) If the gentle- 
man from Illinois will allow me, [ will suggest to 
the mover of the resolution that he should modify 
it by the addition of these words: “‘If he shall 
think advantageous to the Government.’? That 
will relieve the resolution from the objection sug- 
gested by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Bett.} | 

Mr. FICKLIN. The modification that is sug- 
gested does not make the resolution acceptalile to 
me. There is a passage in the preamble which 
will certainly prevent the resolution from receiving | 
my vote. What is that preamble? The pream- 
ble states that whereas these individuals have been 
thrown out of employment, and cannot at this 


port and with- || be it therefore resolved to quarter them upon the 


ere. He would 


Government. That is the proposition when stript 
of the verbiage by which it is surrounded. It is 


| viduals upon the Government during the winter, 


GLOBE. 


of the Interior deems it 


- —E oo 
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where. Every hand that has been engaged upon 


his work will be willing to remain in the service 
or in the pay of the Government, and their clamor 


will induce the superintendent to continue them in 
the pay of the Government. 


My honorable friend over the way [Mr. Berx} 


inquired if this resolution made it obligatory upon 
the Superintendent to continue these hands in eme 
ployment. 
clamor that will be sent up to him, will prevent 
him from discharging any one of them. I 
opposed to the passage of this resolution; and I 
would inquire of my honorable friend 
tucky, iM 
expenditure? 
ethe Superintendent, or is it not under the charge of 
other officers of the Government? 


This resolution, together with the 
am 
rom Ken- 


r. Sranron,] in whose charge is this 
Is this building under the charge of 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. It is 


under 


the charge of the Secretary of the Interior and of 
the Architect. 
building, of the employment of hands, and of the 
payment of the money. 


The Architect has charge of the 


Mr. FICKLIN. Well, then, if the Secretary 
proper to continue this 


work during the winter, and to keep these hands 


in employment, let him take the responsibility of 
asking Congress to make an appropriation for 
that purpose. 
time 
resolution places it in the power of the Superin- 
tendent to keep all these hands in the employment 
of the Government during the winter. 


We can do it in an hour from the 


that he makes his application. But 


this 


I am opposed to the passage of the resolution 
at present, at all events, and in order that its mer- 
its may be examined into and its demerits ascer- 
tained, if there be any attached to it, T ask its 
reference to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The preamble and resolution were read, as fol- 
lows: 

Whereas, in consequence of the exhaustion of the ap 
propriation heretofore made for the improvement of the 
Capitol, a large number of mechanics, laborers, and ethers 
employed there have been discharged, and are thrown out 
ol service at a season of the year when employment cannot 
be obtained elsewhere, 

Be it therefore resolved, That the architect of the Cap 
itol be aud he is hereby authorized to continue in service, 
until an appropriation sbal) hereafter be made, as many of 
the mechanics, laborers, and others who have been em 
ployed in the extension of the Capitol as shall be willing to 
remain in service and await any appropriation which may 
be hereafter made by Congress tor their pay. 

Mr. SACKETT. I hope the gentleman from 
Illinois will Withdraw that motion for a moment 
to allow me to propose a modification of the reso- 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Venasie} has been recognized by 
the Chair. 

Mr. FICKLIN. Permit me to suggest to my 
friend from New York, that as this resolution is a 
report from a committee, the 
offered it cannot modify it. 

Mr. SACKETT. 
I suppose? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina has the floor. 

Mr. VENABLE. ‘There may be thevery best 
reason in the world why these w orkmen should be 
retained. If that reason was the preservation of 
the public work, and if that work was likely to be 
injured or destroyed unless this resolution was 
adopted, I might, perhaps, very cheerfully vote 
for it. But I never can vote for the employment 
of these men for the reasons set forth in this reso- 
lution. I never can consent to recognize, by my 
vote, the principle that it is the primary duty of 
this Government to afford work to anybody. I 
am opposed to Fourierism in all its shapes; and I 
repeat that I never can recognize it as a primary 
duty of this Government to supply people that are 
out of employment with work. If these men have 
made & contract with the undertaker of this work, 
and the money appropriated by the Government 
is exhausted, they must take their luck, as others 
do. When the people in my country get out of 

work, they never come to Congress and ask to be 
provided with employment, and they have never 


ventleman who 


I can move an amendment, 


| recognized the principle that it is the business of 


this Government to take money out of the Treas- 
ury to supply people who are out of work, or idle 
veople with the means of living. If it can be sat- 
isfactorily shown that the adoption of this resolu- 
tion is necessary for the protection of the public 


|| works, I will cheerfully give it my support. But 
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hers s the bald proposition introduced into this selves on the Governme a I fre ely admit that bell, Chapman, George 1. Davis, Doty, Ed imundson. r 


Liouse, and placed before the country, that because || they are so. I say 1in, that if that resolution is Ewing, Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, 
; 2 7 og tas Green, Hammond, Harper, Haws, Hebard, 
these men are out of emp! ioyment and cannot find passe d for the reason given ups on its face, that these W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, ‘George G. 
work, it is therefore our duty to authori ze the cre- men have been thrown out of employment, and McCorkle, Meacham, Miner, Henry D. Moore, Mo 
° } ° is } 9 » “@ > rer 
a debt upon the T reasury, and to permit cannotat this season obtain employment elsewhere, Samuel W. Parker, Polk, Price, Riddle Sackett, Sch, 


; . . ' . horn, Skelton, Stanly, Benjamin Stante 

’ ‘ . ‘ ‘ 

or superi e 4 work, ts Sa recognition otf the principle that itis a pri- ‘ oe Frede 

r sup rinte nd nt of the work, » misa recogni at he princi eo 3 ee \ Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stuart, Sutherland ay 

‘ these men upon the faith of the promise of mary duty of tnis Government to furnisn men who Thurston, T uck, Walbridge, Walsh, W ard, Will ieee 
} . - ; 7 ? a Hains 


s that an appropriation shall be made here- || are out of work with employment. ‘To such a || Yates—ss. 
vv their payment. principle, I for one, can never give my sanction. 


As 
Gaylon’ 
How: ard j 7 
Johy 
King, M 


ron 7 ; | So the joint resolution was referred to the Co. 
agree with the gentleman ffm ITilinois [Mr. Mr. SACKETT. Will the gentleman from || mittee of the Whole on the State of the U ; 
in} that this resolution had better be referred |} North Carolina allow me to submit an amend- Mr. WALSH moved that the ; 

» the Committee of the Whole on the state of the ¢ 
Union, so that it may be put ina proper form, and Mr. VENA EK. vill yield the floor to the 


itit may not co fort! 1 that this House has sanc- 


Hion, 
rul 
pended, and that the House resolve 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the U < 
for the purpose of considering the joint resoluti 
just referred thereto. 

The question was taken upon this motion: 
on a division, there were—ayes 55, noes 5]. 
quorum voting. 
vending is not a motion to refer ae motion b rv Mr. ST: ANTON, of Ten 


j 
ces Is re solution to the Sonimittee of the Whole on e House then adjourned. 
sponsibility from the Secretary of the Inte- he state of the U eat 


tioned the doctrine that itis a primary duty of t Mr. SACKET I suppose that this work is 
fovernment of the United States to furnish those Pu ler the c re of t secret ry ¢ f the Interior. 


a mit of work with employment. Mr. Jt ff Tennessee. I rise to a 

Mr. FICKLIN. With the permission he | question of order. 1 wish to inquire of the Chair 

leman from North Carolina (Mr. Venasir] || if the motion now 
tal 


h to suggest to him that this resolution 


rior, and interpo es between him and his duty to The SPEAKER. That is the question now NOTICES OF BILLS. 

this Government. pending “0 the House. : , By Mr. YATES: A bill making Appropriations for the 
Mr. VENABLE. Iwas about to make that Mr. SACKETT. That motion was withdrawn. || improvement of the navigation of the Hlinois river, 

very remark. lam one of those who believe in ir. FICK LIN sir; I have not with- By Mr. BROWN of Mississippi: A bill to perpetna 

: emptions to actual settlers on the publie tands. 


1 
Also, a bill to grant the rightof way and make a donatian 


the re sponsibility of avents. I believe that you WV ° 
, 7 : 7 na cat rN? mn me “62 , } 
ought to fix the duties of your agent, and held ie SPEAKER. The first question put to the || of public lands to the States of Mississippi and Loui 
> ¢ > 1 1 . at ie A}. . 2 ‘ 2 P : a f OUTS ANA, 
him re¢ ve Myre for the discharge of those duties. ! se will be upon the motion to refer the joint || in aid of the construction of a railroad from New Orlean 


i , 1 rant . . 7 - . . aol: se} =i "7 
I never will, by any vote of mine, step in between esolution to the Committee of the Whole on the }} Louisiana, to Jackson, Mississippi. 


ate pre- 


hin rand his re spor sibility , sot at if there IS mIs- siate of a Union. a ¥ . 
management, a waste of the public funds, or a di- Mr. NAB LI And am entitled to the PETITIONS, &e. 


rection given to those funds that was not contem- || floor, and was discussing t - The following memorials, petitions, &c., were presented 


e ropriety of that very : : 
i 1} ' att 1 acre | c ny ' . . ‘ under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committe: 
pilates r the act of ngress, he ci snelter him- reference, } “esolutlo S; opu was "a3 = ; 
plated ry the ito Onere ne ¢ Mrs 1¢ ter im re ence 7 } 1s reso ion is 1 my op inion, By Mr. BOWIE: A memorial of Charles Fleteher 
se 4 saying, **I was doing exactly what the properly reterabie to the Committee of the Whole Lancaster, on behalf of himself and others, praying; 
law require ‘d, and you stepped in and interfered || on the state of the Union. ‘There the whole sub- || charter to build a railroad, through the District of Colum 
with aaa? No; let us hold the De p irtment of the ject can be examined and discussed, and the report bia, ae northwestern course to the Maryland tine, 

d By Mr. HUNTER: The petition of Johnston Lawrey 


> Of 


ee 
: y 7 and 8&3 others, praying for a new mail route from Powhat 
further appropriation; 1f the works need protec- I riation, and it must therefore go tothe Committee |! tan Point, in Belmonte county, to Malaga,in Mon: 
tien; or if there be sound and good reasons for an |bof the Whole on the state of the Union. | ty, Ohio. 

| : ae TOWNS UNN:- T » rig f ~nard 
additio mal appropriation, tet the information come [ should not have opened my mouth upon this : By Mr. TOWN! HEND: The me morial of Leonard 

Skinner, presenting his claim to back pay and bow 

; land. 
Lye nbs us on which we are to act. but I could not censent to remain silent, and thus By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of Ca 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. | would in- || appear to recognize the principle involved in this || Duer, praying pay for money advanced while inth 

I 


juire of the gentleman from North Carolina, || resolution, that it is a sufficient reason for the em- of the United St Oh curs Bree eee 

vhether there is not an estimate from the Depart- || ployment of anybody that he is outof work. As || Gariand, J. B. Winchell and "oahere, praying for ’ 

ment for the continuation of this work? If so,is || has been a= remarked by the gentleman from || ronte from Princeton, in Wisconsin, to Weyanweya. 

there any good reason why the work should stop || Lilinois, (Mr. Frexziy,] the effect of this resolu- By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial signed by James D 
| 


Interior responsible for this work. If they needa || can be amended. ‘The resolution makes an appro- 


from t e Departme nt, and let us have the reasons || subject, except to have voted for the reference, y 


( 


; j i . 5 Pies — ; ‘ : oS iin I aha aria ba EP of ereaux, Samuel C. Morton and others, citizens of Penney! 
iuring ine sent season i be fo on, Are the clamor and pressure from withor j ; ‘ 

during the present seasot Would it not be for || ti A 1 of the clam pressure from wi hout, |) Shia. New Jersey, and Delaware, praying Coug 
the public interest to let the work go on in antici- || would be that the Superin ende nt would continue |) make an appropriation for the construction of a ba 
pation of the appropriation which has been asked |! in employment every one of these individual! || the eastern side of Reedy Island, in the Delaw 
for by the Department? sconomy must begin somewhere. 


> 

t 
. 7 AY . * o.s ; I yense, Which would afford shelter’to vessels navigating 
Mr. VENABLE. Ihave no disposition what- || bility with regard to the expenditure of the public Sees. nic l ‘to vessels navigating 
ever to obstruct or to arrest the execution of this || funds must be fixed somewhere, and as we have By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of Nelson H. Hox 


work, but | do protest most solemnly against the || fixed the responsibility of this expenditure in the heir of Wm. Hodges, deceased, asking remuneratio 
. 8 . - ‘ ‘ e * "ret ea A = amnoeumes Pan tp na 0 e 
admission of the prineiple, in our legislation, that || Department of the lnterior, and as the appropria- |! jury to property whik inthe occupation of the troops of t 


Re aps: where substaintial piers would be erected at a modera 
t 


it t luty of this Govert tto fi ti exhausted, I am unwilling to make a further || United States, during the last war with Great Britain 
it me primary dutyof this Government to furnish || tion is exhausted, am unwilling to make a further Also, the petition of Henry and Robert Blow, heirs of 
work to these w ho are in seed of emp loy ment. | ee While, ry it is applic d for by the Depart- Henry Blow, deceased, asking arrears of pension due de 
Mr. FI OREN CE, (interrupting.) Here area || ment. While, there fore, vt am not opposed to the || ceased. 
PI 
: : ! ° a ; . * > ie pry & Robins and others 
number of persons who have come from the dif- || continuance of this work, | am not disposed to Also, the memorial of Thomas Robinson and others, 
Cihend, Sle : Yh a Ty ha e ' urther it 1 iolati f the rules of this body, ‘*¢ forward officers ” of the Navy, asking that their pay may 
fere nt t ates ol ( ie Union—having given up em- { ar it in violati ne ot i¢ es 0 is body be graduated according to sea service. 
ployment elsewhere—under the impre ssion that |} and of proper rules of economy. Let the w hole its 
they could have continued employment here. I || subject come before the Committee of the Whol a 
cp pre hend that every one of them earns all that on the state of the Union. It is better that hens IN SEN AT cs. 
he obtains for his fabor. I apprehend that every || workmen should be without employment fora day Wepnespay, December 17, 1851. 
1c of th ‘a ole *s he close ‘ — aw 7a »] 7 s 5 hat » shou ' te > 
on i tne m fe els at tie clost ot his d iy S work, or two than th: we should violate the rules of | Praver by the ¢ ‘haplain, Rev. .M. Butter. 
that he has performed his duty to himself and to || prudence and economy. T} - H Ww P.M the § 
; . . oa ieee oh : ‘ ; 2 7 P. N N om the Siate 
the Government, and would despise the idea that Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, called for the pre- a on. iLLIE ANGUM, from 


oNaeth Ct 
he had ‘* quartered himself’? upon the Govern- {| vious question. of North Carolina, attended in his seat. 
ment, The previous question was seconded, and the NAVIGATION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE. 
‘The prospect was held out to these men—from |! main question ordered; which main question was The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen 
the fact that the building of these Capitol wings || on the motion to refer the jgint resolution to the 
would be continued: for years—that they would || Committee of the eee ‘®. state of the Union. 
have permanent employment here. And I desire || Mr. FICIXLIN called for the yeas and nays; 
to say, on behalfof these persons, that they would || and they were ordenna: 


ate a communication from the President of 
United States, transmitting a report of the Secre- 
tary of State in answer to the resolution of t 
Senate of the 8th March last, submitted by Mr. 
Davis, of Massachusetts, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President be reque sted, if not in 


ri . 1 4] YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, William Appleton, patible with the public interest, to inform Congress, a! 
VENABLE, All that is nothing new to || Averett, David J. Bailey, Bell, Bissell, Boeock, Brenton, || Catliest date, whether any arrangements are in progress, 
me. I did not rise for the purpose of discussing || Buell, Caldwell, Cartter, Caskie, Clark, Cleveland, Cobb, || likely to be made, with Great Britain atid the tea ; 

, . » . . > s 
the character of these men or the calculations which John G. Davis, Dawson, Dimmiek, Dunham, E igerton, inees of North America, for securing to the citizen ‘ 
Faulkner, Fiecklin. Fiteh, Floyd. Thomas J. D. Fuller United States the tree navigation of the St. Lowe 

‘ ; 7 : : <a ' : ? > 2 ° niov fre 
; a ol Gamble, Grey, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Hart, John, and other large Shei and the ig ht _ 40) x aan 2 
ought to have no influence here. .These men ap- || Hascall Haven. Henn. Hibbard, Holladay, Horsford. Hous- || 2 common with British subjects, the sea and coa Colo 
, Ha ; : y, Horsiford, atl 
pear be fore us just like any otherlaborers. Ihave || ton, Ingersell, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, John || of the British fisheries of the British North American 
exactly as much respect for them as I have for any | Johnson, Robert W. Jobnson, Daniel 'T’. Jones, George W. || nies. 


Jones, Prest Ling, | s, Kurtz, Lar yr, Leteche " ; id 91 al and 
other honest laborers. If they made a contract ana ot Beaburee eek. 3 ae ae The communication was laid upon the ta yle 
with the agentof the Governmentto work foracer- || MeDonald, MeMullin, MeNair, Molony, John Moore, Mur- | ordered to be printed. 
tain pena os di Lys, one — to be paid a at || rays "Prchitin, Fishes Pecun ihalieehs disneneates Mabe. CASE OF MR. THRASHER IN CUBA. 

t , . oon 7 o || Man, . 8, elps, er, Rantoul, Richardson, - e 
work, but " whi a z i ars ain to work ‘ie eae | bins, Robie, Ross, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. |} The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Ser : 
as the money which had ber n appropriated lasted, | Seymour, Smith, Abraham P. Stevens, Alexander H. || ate the following message from the President 0! 
and that money is now exhausted, they have |} Stephens, St. Martin, Sweetser, George W. Thompson, he U dS “ 

a oes 7 a vo ows aa Cae latkina.~ Walek. ‘4 the Unite tates 
worked out their contract, and we have not de- rownshend, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Welch, and 

ved them orwithheld any thing from them which || Wilcox—93. To the Senate of the United States: + che Sth it 
cei = on || | NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Thomas H. Bay- [n answer to the resolution of the Senate of the lt 
they had a right to expect, however respectable | ly, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Briggs, || stant. requesting information in regard to the en aoe 
they may be, or however unwilling to quarter them- i] Brooks, -Burrows, Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Camp- {| of John S. Thrasher, ar Havana, I transmit a repor 


not think for a single moment, of ‘‘ quartering The question was then taken, and there were— | 
themselves upon the Government’? without render- |! yeas 93, nays 58: as follows: 
ing what some one has called a quid pro quo. 5 : 


they may have made. Arguments of that sort 
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wetary of State, and the documents which accom- 


v MILLARD FILLMORE. 
v sHINGTON, December 16, 1851. 
rie message Was read, 


motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

ed, That it be referred to the Committee on Foreign 

ys, and be printed. 

rHE CASE OF THE PROMETHEUS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
e following message from. the President of 


[Tpited States: 


Sonate of the United States: 

a received a resolution of the Senate, adopted upon 
instant, in the following terms: 

That the President of the United States be 
i to communicate to the Senate, if not inconsist- 
vity the public interest, any information the Execu- 
have received respecting the firing into and 
the American steamship Prometheus by a Brit 
see] of war, in November last, near Grey Town, oa 
‘Incquito Coast; and, also, what measures have been 
by the Executive to ascertain the state of the fact 


+) vindicate the honor of the country.’’ 





sewer to this request, | submit to the Senate the ac- 
s extracts trom a communication addressed to 
yonartmment of State by Mr. Joseph L. White, as coun- 
(American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Com 
ted 2d instant. 

s communication is the principal source of the in 
m received by the Executive in relation to the sub- 
ied to, and is presumed to be essentially correct in 
ment of the facts. -Upon receiving this communi. 
_justructions, such as the occasion seemed to de 

|. were immediately dispatched to the Minister of the 
{Statesin London. Sufficient time has not elapsed 

e return of any answer to this dispatch from him; and, 
ilgment, it would at the present moment be incon 

nt with the public interest to communicate those in- 

1 is. A communication, however, of all the corre- 
condenee wil be made to the Senate at the earliest 
nt at which a proper regard to the public interest will 


i 





» same time instructions were given to Commodore 
, commanding the home squadron, a copy of which, 
s they relate to the case of the Prometheus, is here- 
with transmitted to the Senate. 

MILLARD FILLMORE. 


Wasutneton, December 16, 1851. 
The message was read, 
On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 
Ordered, That it lie on the table and be printed. 
INTEROCEANIC CANAL. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. also laid before the 
Senate the following message from the President 
he Unite d States: 
iv the Senate of the United St ttes : 
inanswer to the resolution of the Senate of the &th in- 
stant, requesting the communication of a dispatch addressed 
to the Department of State by Mr. Niles, late Chargé 
\ffaires of the United States at Turin, [ transmit a report 
fie Seeretary of State, which is accompanied bya 
of the dispateh. MILLARD FILLMORE. 
\ 


Wasuineron, 16th December, 1851. 





The message was read. 

On motion by Mr, MASON, it was 

Ordered, That it lie on the table and be printed. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE DEPART- 

MENT OF WAR. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
tea report of the Secretary of War, accom- 

ued by statements showing the expenditures 

‘om the appropriations for the contingent ex- 

enses of the ofices and bureaus of that Depart- 

ment; which was read. 





Ordered, That it lie on the table and be printed. 


TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
hicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 15th February last, a report of the 


tof the Corps of Topographical Engineers, 

giving the rules for the government of that corps, 
and the duties on which each officer has been em- 
Poved since 1838; which was read. 

“n motion by Mr. BORLAND, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

“a PETITIONS, 
as CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
_ 0, praying an amendment to the laws relating 
mt the diplomatic intercourse between the United 
“tales and foreign countries; which was referred 
0 the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
s Also, the petition of Zachariah Lawrence, pray- 
~s Compensation for the capture of a British sloop 
called the Venture, during the last war with Great 
Gritains which was referred to the Committee of 

laims, 

Mr. DOWNS presented a petition of the late 
and present laud officers at Monroe, Louisiana, 





4 


i} rose and said: Mr. President, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE? 


praying additional compensation for locating 
bounty land warrants. 

Ordered, That it lie om the table. 

Mr. GWIN presented a petition of the officers 
of the United States sloop-of-war Falmouth, at- 
tached to the Pacific squadron, praying extra pay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, a document relating to the claim of Mari- 
ano G, Vallejo to indemnity for property taken 
for the use of the United States troops under th 
command of Captain J. C. Frémont; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a me mori il of the 
Legislature of Alabama, praying the sale of re- 
sefved lands in Clark county tn that State: which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the me rial of 
Peter G. Washington, John F.C. Saloman, and 
William Selden, proposing to enter into a contract 
for supplying the citiesof Washington and George- 
town with water from the Potomac river, above 
Georgetown; which was referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a petition from citizens 
of the districts of Kershaw and Laneaster, South 
Carolina, praying the establishment of a mail 
route from Camden, in that State, to Monroe, in 
North Corolina; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of 
Benjamin H. Mooers, for himself and the other 
heirs of Benjamin Mooers, deceased, an officer in 
the revolutionary Army, praying to be allowed 
the depreciation on the commutation certificates 
issued to their ancestor in licu of his half-pay for 
life; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
present a memorial, signed by a large number of 
the citizens of the United states, praying for the 
restoration of the law authorizing prompt and 
summary punishment for petty oflences in the 


Navy and commercial marine. I understand the 


I have been requested to 


petitioners to pray for the restoration of the law 


authorizing floggmg. I move that the memorial 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr, STOCKTON. I am quite amazed, Mr. 
President, at that paper. I did not believe it pos- 
sible that so many people in Philadelphia could 
have been found to sign such a memorial as that 
I hardly know at this moment of 
surprise what to say in relation to it. It is a very 
important matter, which is presented to the Sen- 
ate, in reference to which I ought not 
inconsiderately to discourse. 1 cannot but remem- 
ber that the State of New Jersey was one of the 
first in the Wnion which approved those importan 


‘ } ‘ } 
seems to be. 


» perhaps, 


jamendments to the Constitution of the United 
I 


States which secured freedom of religion, of 
speech, and the right to petition, and which has so 
securely cuarded the State sovereignties from en- 
croachments by the General Government. For 
myself, I yield to no man in respect to the nght 
of petition; and as long as truth is permitted to 
combat error, [ will throw no obstacles in its way, 
Sir, if there be a right to petition the Senate upon 
such a subject, I suppose it is entirely within the 
power of the Senate ike what action they may 
think proper upon and therefore perhaps it 
would be most prudent for me to postpone the 
expression of my opinions, and ask that for the 
present the memorial should be laid upon the 
table, with the view of taking it up again for dis- 
cussion on Tuesday next. By adopting this 
course, I shall have an opportunity of reading the 
memorial. In the mean time, | give notice to 
those who may be in favor of the measure, that | 
will fight it from the start. Sir, lam entirely op- 
yosed to any such proposition; and move that it 
ye laid on the table, a 
Mr. SEWARD. 
| petition? 
| Mr. STOCKTON. To lick the sailors. 
The PRESIDENT. If the memorial is laid 
upon the table, it can be called up at any time. 
| “Mr. SEWARD. I move to lay it on the table, 
and let it lie there. 
The motion to lay the memorial on the table 
was agreed to. 


| Mr. GWIN, ata home es of the day, 


What is the prayer of the 


lil 


recting a memorial which was presented 


remark res 
' 


this m i by the Senator from Pennsylvania, 


(Mr. Bropueap,) praying fer a restoration of 

fogering inthe Navy. Before that memorial shall 

be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, it 
i ; : 

will be desirable to know whether it is intended to 


restore flogging, or to substitute any other system 
of punishment in the Navy. That the opinion of 
h Si Mav be ex ‘ su nect,. i 
five l Cc that I Snail CALL U é nemoria on 
T iesday . and I hope th _ ti Tl \ew 
Jerse) e ready to d 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND RBFERRED. 





On motion by Mr. UPHAM, it was 

Ord ’ I t the memoria , t “Dr n 
th t senat  referre re ( ) u 
Militar 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it \ 

O Chat petition of | ( Lew 
on tre s of the Senate, be referred to the ¢ mon 
Re rir { i 

Ont mm by HAMLIN, it was 

Ord 1, That th } Jan Du f . 
of the ! be ret ) Commu Chain 

On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, it was 

Ordered, "That the petition of John O. Means, on tt 
files of the Senate, be reterred to tie Committ on Naval 
Ailairs 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 


Ordered, That the document itt # the Senate, 
relating to the application lohn & . fora rene 
tent ed to Ul Co t Pa e 
ratent ¢ 
On mo vy Mr. DAW N. yis 
Ordered, 'I the pet Is) ; 
of the Senate, be reterred 1 t ( t iM A 
A fairs 
On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, 
Ord I th yen ‘ j Re ' 
° re itative of Dav Corder sed } 
Senate, be referred to the ¢ ou Indian Afvai 
On m noby Mr. HUNTER, it w 
Orde re Chat the Committee of Claims be d ' { 
n the turther consid 1 m Oo ion otf i! 
representatives ef John Moore, and that it | it 
the Committee on Revolutionary Cla 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it w 
Ordered, ‘That the Co ittee on Com be dis 
eha ! t ther vl ‘ 
Italian Mutu B volent > N wd 
that itbe! I wu ‘ i i 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr M A Nt ! “MM ' , his to 
usk ' to int mu \ ! er ¢ I 
pe S01 ‘ resell Live i WW i \ : 


CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENTS Versus 


MONARCHIES. 


Mr. WALKER L th wing I 
lu I for ce id I 

Whereas 4 ) ip 
p wl v 1 r| I ’ pote in 
miss jor constitut il ti } 
ul v ates of mona s ! ve i 
thre ; aud W | ! , t 
sentatives of tl Au in | eoru nited 
“tat An 1 ) co i i nes ) 
quit ! l ! ‘ Go t 
trv tot 3 strucg ul " \ 4 t 
> ves, lo lorelg That t it n i 
fore, 

Be it resolved, That the Committee on F rR 
be instructed to In ir i , i repor wn, the ex 
diem of an open dectarat 1 by 4 t 
tions aud the world, that the ( { Stat 1 sti ' 
the poh ind principle, that ¢ i nati ’ 
or power, possesses tor itself t ex ISN t 
power, to take ‘are and dispo of tts own} 
-erns, Without and ex pt fro the t ventiol td 
ferene of any toreign 


alliance, or power W hatseever, a 


tion or interference by, or ont j t iny fore \ 
ernment, state, confederacy, ail power, co tutes 
an infraction of the law of nation Z rand just 
ing the interposition of any or a t rovernimn yn 
federacies, or powers, at thei ] mt prevent sueh 
intervention, and to repair such cuon of the law of 
nations. 

Resolved, further. That the committee be instructed 
to inquire also into the ex] ‘ of requesting the Presi 
dent of the United States to cause negotiations to be opened 


with all other constitutional governments, With @ view and 
to the end of obtair their coOperation wih the United 
ration aforesaid, and the policy a 





States in the des j ' 
ciple thereof, and in the observance, defence, and maint 


nance of the law of nations in this respect. 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee o1) Com- 
merce, to which was referred the peullon of Wil- 


liam P. Greene, submitted a report, accompanied 


wish to make a |) by a bill for the relief of William P. Greene. 
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The bill was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of John A. McGaw, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill granting 
relief to John A., McGaw, of New York. 

The bill was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 


Mr. H.also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill supplementary to the several 
acts of Congress orpniaian for the better security 
of the lives of passengers on board of vessels pro- 
pelled in whole or in part by steam, and for other 
purposes, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to grant to 
the State of Ohio the unsold and unappropriated 
public lands remaining in that State, reported it 
with an amendment. 


COMPENSATION OF TREASURERS. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill to provide 
compensation to such persons as may be designated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to receive and 
keep the public moneys, under the fifteenth section 
of the act of 6th August, 1846, for the additional 
services required under that act, reported it with- 
out amendment. 

it will take but little time, said the honorable 
gentleman, to dispose of this bill, and I ask the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to take it up for 
consideration now. It was passed during the last 
session of the Senate. It is designed to provide 
compensation for a class of officers who were 
omitted to be provided for by the act of 1846—I 
mean that class who were designated as the ‘‘de- 
positors.’’ This bill having passed the Senate last 
year, probably failed in the House because it only 
reached that body in the regular order of business. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

The bill was then considered by the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole, and there being no 
amendment thereto, it was reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DAVIS, agreeable to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of Charles A, Kellett; which was read a first 
and secong time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Enoch Baldwin and 
others: which was read a first and second time by 


its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce, 
WIDOW OF GENERAL WORTH. 
The Senate, on the motion of Mr. BORLAND, 


sroceeded to consider, as in Committee of the || 


Vhole, the bill for the relief of Margaret L. 
W orth. 

Mr. HALE. 
ing that bill? 
read. 

Mr. BORLAND. There was no report in the 
It was a bill introduced by me last session 
of Congress granting a pension to the widow of 
General Worth. “‘There was no report necessary 
in the ease. The facts were known to all. His 
position in the Army, the circumstances of his 
death, his great merit as an officer, added to her 
claims to support under these circumstances, she 


Ts there any report accompany- 


case. 


was generally regarded as deserving of the care | 


and sympathy and relief of the Government. 


There were no facts beyond these necessary to be 


set forth in a report, and these facts were in the 
knowledge of every Senator. For this reason no 
report was made. 
from the committee, I asked for its consideration. 


| edly fail by the way. 


If there be, I should like to have it | 


| authorizing it. 





When the bill was reported | 


| tuities. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


was any a was this, that I know the cireum- 
stances under which it was reported last sessjon. 


| I know, also, that a bill was introduced for the 


relief of the widow of another distinguished of- 
ficer—I mean the widow of General McNeil. 


i . . . . i 
| When that bill came up, it did not go quite so | 
| easy, and I want to know if there is anything pe- 


culiar in the two cases. I supposed that if there 
was anything peculiar which could distinguish the 


one case from the other, that peculiarity would | 


have been set forth in the report. 

Mr. BORLAND. I will not prolong the dis- 
cussion on this bill, but will merely answer the 
Senator from New Hampshire, by remarking that 
I know of no peculiar feature in the bill for the 
relief of: the widow of General McNeil which 
should preventits passage. That bill will soon be 
reported by the committee, and it shall have my 
support. 
have anything to do with this. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I believe that I madean 


| objection to the bill for the relief of the widow of 
| General McNeil, and [ also object to this. 


It is 
the introduction of the principle to which I ob- 


| ject—that of pensioning the widows of distin® 


guished men by making them exceptions to general 


| laws, and of legislating upon each particular case | 
> D 


without a general law. ‘That is the prnciple we 
are introducing in this case, and in others like it, 


| and therefore | am opposed toit. But I have made 

| opposition to this principle so often, and yet so 
ineffectually, that I know the inutility of renewing | 

| that opposition now, and therefore I surrender the | 


point, merely expressing my disapprobation of all 


| bills of the kind. 


Mr. SEWARD. If were possible to frame 
a general law embracing cases so meritorious as 
this and no others, | would agree with the honora- 
ble Senator from Kentucky. But | despair of ever 


| seeing any such law; and because it is only by | 


special legislation that we can obtain the attention 
of Congress to a case so peculiarly meritorious as 


| this, if such a general law were passed ; and because 
| other applications less meritorious in their charac- 
| ter than this would often obtain an equal consid- | 
eration under it, I think it is right, and proper, 


and wise, to consider these cases separately. I 


| think it just to single out for favor such as come 
|| recommended to the consideration of the Govern- 
|ment by the magnitude and heroism of services 
| rendered, and the destitution of families bereaved. 


Those cases which have not merit will undoubt- 
' I therefore cordially sup- 
port the proposition contained in the bill. I shall 


record my vote for it now, and I shall be equally | 


happy to record it on its final passage. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


I wish to give him that opportunity, dS well as 
to have myself an opportunity of recording my 


| vote against the principle, and therefore I will ask 
|| for the yeas and nays. 
| sense of the Senate on this matter—because J think 
| it will save time and expense hereafter—whether | 
| they will undertake to legislate in particular cases, 
| and grant pensions when there are no general laws 
I believe that if we introduce this | 


1 wish to ascertain the 


principle, it will lead to more partiality, more 
favoritism, and interfere more with the regular 
legislation of Congress, hes sew anything else 
that we can do. And, Mr. : 


he or she is surrounded to the sympathies of Con- 


| gress—I say, there is hardly any individual case 

| which may be thus presented, which will not be || 

| provided for; and if you begin to act in this way, 
without a general principle, you will consume the | 


whole time of Congress in these individual gra- 
Sir, what was the case of Charlotte 


But [ cannot conceive how that bill can 


The Senator from New 
York has expressed a wish to have an opportu- | 
| nity of recording his vote in favor of this bill, and 


resident, my expe- | 
| rience has been that there is hardly any case where | 
you bring forward the claims of the individual, | 
and present him or her with the wants by which | 
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my firmness to resist an application of that Sort 
and I own that I was near giving way myself 
(Laughter.) Now, sir, you present an indiyidys) 
case, man or woman, and you have eloquent = 
peals made in favor of that man or that Womay 
and the consequence is that you give the gratyiy; 
which may beasked for. And, sir, with referenc: 
to this, we had an illustration the other day. 0; : 
of my good constituents, who, upon the principle 
of that bill is entitled to receive fifteen or twenty 
thousand dollars fromthe Treasury, was represent. 
ed by me here the other day. 1 was advoeatino 
his cause on that precedent, and my friend to the 
left [Mr. Haze] shook his head and said that we 
had gone far enough. Now, sir, let us have the 
yeas and nays. And I will say that if you go i 
in this case, 1 shall make no resistance, but il 
say goitinall. Sir, we have innumerable widows 
to provide for; and if from the fact of their beine 
the widows of meritorious and distinguished meq 
you are to provide for them all upon the same 
footing, you will have claims upon you enough to 
bankrupt any treasury. If, then, gentlemen wish 
to set thé example in this case, I assure them that 
I will not trouble them hereafter with speeches 
upon the subject. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator propose 
to take the yeas and nays upon the engrossmept 
of the bill? I suppose that is his proposition, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Yes, sir. 

The question was then taken on the call for the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered, 

Mr. BORLAND. [I desire to say one word, 
although it is not my purpose to say anything in 
relation to this bill, but simply in response to a 
remark made by the Senator from Kentucky, | 
insist that in asking for the passage of this bill we 
do not seek the introduction of any new principle, 
It may indeed be a new eens according to the 
letter of the law, but it certainly is not so accord- 
ing to the spirit of the law; for our present law 
grants pensions to the widows of all officers and 
soldiers who are killed in battle, or who die of 
their wounds or of disease contracted while in the 
service of their country. Now, sir, it is true that 
General Worth was not killed in battle; but I do 
insist upon it, and say it upon my personal know!- 
edge, as well as upon the knowledge of others, 
that he returned from Mexico, after having fought 
the battles of his country, broken down with dis- 


' ease, suffering from wounds received in former 


battles, and in thatcondition was ordered to Texas, 
in the face of the cholera, and he fell before it— 
marching to San Antonio—a more formidable 
enemy than any he had ever encountered on the 
field of battle—leaving his family, whom he had 


| not been able to take care of for more than thirty 


years, destitute of the common comforts of life. 
I contend, then, that Mrs. Worth is eminently 
entitled to receive this pension. I say, also, that 
there is no new principle, nor any new precedent, 
involved in the proposition, because we have done 
the same thing for other widows. This sum of 
$50 per month, is precisely the sum which was 
ziven to the widow of Commodore Decatur. That 


| is the sum which was asked and obtained in that 


case, and that case can be claimed as a precedent, 
if necessary, so that the consciences of gentlemen 


'may be relieved on the score of want of prece- 
| dent. 


I have no more to say. 
The question was then taken by yeas and nays 


| on the engrossment of the bill, and resulted—yeas 
| 38, nays 5; 


as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Borland, Bradbury, 


| Brodhead, Butler, Chase, Clemens, Davis, Dodge of Wit 
| consin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Fis, 


Foot of Vermont, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, James, Jones of 


|| Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mangum, Mason, Mil- 


ler, Morton, Norris, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Smith, 


| Sprnance, Stockton, Sumner, Upham, Wade, and Walker 


= 


WS. 


NAYS—Messrs. Dawson, Hunter, King, Pratt, and Un- 


| derwood—5. 


it was passed in the Senate and went to the 
House, bat failed there for want of time, not com- 
ing up in the regular order of business. One reason 
why | ask for its passage by the Senate now is, 
that I learn from members of the House that it 
ean be passed in that branch of Congress at an || 
early day, and thus afford relief to the widow of 

one of the rnaost gallant officers ever known in our || 
Army—relief of which she stands eminently in 

need, 


Mr. HALE. 


| Lynch? I had occasion, the other day, to men- || 
| tion that case. 


Mr. HALE. And upon that I had occasion to 
meet you. 


1] THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 


| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the resolution declaring the 


| 
you. ; || measures of adjustment to be a definitive settlement 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Sir, that case illustrates of the questions growing out of slavery. 


the whole condition ef things. An accomplished || Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I do not know 
lady 4| that I should have taken part in the debate on this 
Mr.HALE, (in his seat.) Certainly, a poetess. || resolution, but that I have thought it proper, a” 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Yes, sir, a poetess, in- || perhaps necessary, to place myself right upon 
| termingling and associating with members of Con- |! some questions which have arisen heretofore, a 


Lam by no means opposed to the 
passage of the bill, and shall not make any objec- } gress, making a deep impression upon them by || were adverted to at a former period by the Sena- 
hii 


tions. My reason for inquiring whether there || her merits in every way; and, sir, it required a tor from Mississippi, [Mr. Foorr,} in reference to 
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